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Week Ending Friday, July 28, 1989 


Executive Order 12683—Prescribing 
Regulations Relating to Certain Travel 
Time of Members of the Uniformed 
Services Called to Active Duty 


July 21, 1989 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
204(b) of title 37, United States Code, it is 
hereby ordered that Executive Order No. 
10153, as amended by Executive Order No. 
10649, is further amended as follows: 

1. Section 1 is amended to read: 

“Section 1. For travel from home to first 
duty station and from the last duty station 
to home, the travel time included as active 
duty shall be the same as the allowable 
travel time based on the mode(s) of travel 
authorized, not to exceed actual travel 
time. The travel time included as active 
duty shall be computed on the basis of reg- 
ulations prescribed by the Secretaries con- 
cerned, which regulations shall be uniform 
among the uniformed services. The distance 
traveled shall be computed on the basis of 
distances established by the official mileage 
tables in use by the uniformed services.”. 

2. Section 2 is deleted, and Sec. 3 and 
Sec. 4 are renumbered Sec. 2 and Sec. 3, 
respectively. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
July 21, 1989. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:12 a.m., July 25, 1989] 


Note: This Executive order was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on July 24. 


Remarks on the Defense Budget and a 
Question-and-Answer Session With 
Reporters 


July 24, 1989 


Defense Budget 


The President. 1 just wanted to just brief- 
ly say that, as we begin the critical debate, 
that I strongly support what we sent up 
there to the Hill. SDI [Strategic Defense 
Initiative], in my view, is critical—it’s criti- 
cally important. We’ve got a good program 
there, and I think it’s essential that it go 
forward. There’s been a lot of discussion 
about the B-2, but it is a revolutionary 
plane with revolutionary technology. And 
again, I would strongly urge your support 
for that. I know there’s been some debate 
on the two missiles—the rail garrison peace- 
keeper and the small ICBM [intercontinen- 
tal ballistic missile]. But we need the utmost 
flexibility in terms of arms control, and then 
of course there’s the survivability itself 
that’s very important. And so, I want to 
urge full support for that one. 

So, this is a complicated, expensive pro- 
gram. I salute our Secretary of Defense, 
who’s made some important cuts in the de- 
fense budget that have not been easy. But I 
wanted to strongly urge the support from 
this most prestigious committee and the 
leaders around this table for the full pro- 
gram. 

And I’d be glad to take just one or two 
questions—— 

Q. Mr. President, how can you justify—— 

The President. ——and then we're going 
to go on about our business here. 

Q. How can you justify spending $70 bil- 
lion on a plane when we have infant mor- 
tality rising, when the infrastructure in this 
country shows a serious: breakdown, when 
the social needs, the homeless, and so forth? 
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The President. | justify it because I think 
the prime responsibility of a President is 
the national security of the United States, 
and I’m determined to put forth a program 
that is sound in every way. And that’s how I 
justify it. And I also justify it because, when 
you look at the full defense program, I want 
to have maximum flexibility as we have 
arms control negotiations. 


Espionage Case of Felix S. Bloch 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any reac- 
tion to the espionage case against Mr. 
Bloch? 

The President. Yes. Yes, I do. [Laughter] 

Q. What is it? 

The President. No, 1 think anytime 
there’s allegations of this nature, it is most 
serious. And anytime the person is a poten- 
tial—I want to be careful because this 
matter is being investigated—or allegedly 
involved in something like betraying his 
country, that, to me, is a very serious 
matter. And it will be thoroughly investigat- 
ed, and I'll have nothing else to say about it 
until the facts are known. But I’ve known 
about this matter for some time. And the 
minute I heard about it, I was aggrieved, 
because it is a very tragic thing should 
these allegations be true. 

Q. Mr. President, if it does turn out to be 
true, what does it portend for U.S.-Soviet 
relations? 

The President. It doesn’t help any, and it 
doesn’t—I think everybody around this 
table knows that espionage goes on. And I 
don’t think it helps when you have high 
visibility cases. But I think, regrettably, it 
says more—if it’s true—about an individual 
who is alleged to have passed secrets to the 
Soviets, which is very bad. 

Q. Have you heard that it goes back to 
the seventies? 

The President. Well, I’m not going to, as I 
say, go into the details on it because I think, 
even in matters of this nature, everybody is 
entitled to a full and fair hearing. 

One more and then I’ve got to run. 

Q. You said, Mr. President, that you’ve 
known about this for some time. 

The President. Two more and then I’ve 
got to run. What? 

Q. You said you’ve known about this for 

-some time. Did the disclosure of it on the 
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TV news on Friday compromise the investi- 
gation in any way? 

The President. 1 don’t know the answer 
to that question. I haven’t talked since I’ve 
gotten back here this morning to the 
people conducting the investigation. 

Ann [Ann Devroy, Washington Post], last 
one. 

Q. Have you any gauge of how seriously 
American security was hurt by this? 

The President. Not yet. 

Q. Do we know at this point what type or 
level of —— 

The President. 1 don’t think anyone could 
give you a full damage assessment at this 
point. 

Q. Why hasn’t he been arrested? 

The President. The investigation is going 
on. And these are very serious matters, and 
a thorough investigation takes a good deal 
of time. 

Thank you all very much. 


Capital Gains Tax 


Q. ——going to win the capital gains tax 
cut? 
The President. Stay tuned. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House, prior 
to a meeting with Members of the Senate. 


Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony 
for the Take Pride in America Awards 


July 24, 1989 


Please, be seated if there are chairs out 
there. For those who have no chairs, eat 
your heart out. It’s warm. [Laughter] Let 
me first thank Lee Greenwood and the 
Moodys for being with us today, and salute 
all you distinguished guests and the award 
recipients. Fellow citizens of what a child 
once called the nearest thing to heaven, 
this America—lots of sunshine, lots of places 
to swim, and peanut butter sandwiches. 

I want to welcome you to the White 
House and to a city which takes pride in its 
contrariness. Only in Washington could 
they call the office that manages the great 
outdoors the Department of the Interior. 
[Laughter] And in particular, I want to 
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thank the man who superbly leads that De- 
partment, Secretary of the Interior Manuel 
Lujan, and also Secretary Derwinski, the 
head of our Veterans Administration, and 
then I saw our able Peace Corps Director 
over here, Paul Coverdell, but most of all, 
each of you who’ve taken pride in America 
and whom we take pride in saluting now. 

Last month we celebrated the volunteer 
spirit, which is as timeless as America and 
as timely as today. For by launching the 
Points of Light Initiative, we sounded a na- 
tionwide call for each American to engage 
in community service. Well, this afternoon 
we renew that call in the cause of conserv- 
ing our national and cultural resources and 
of enshrining our parks, forests, wildlife, 
waters, and monuments. For the great out- 
doors is precious, but fragile. To preserve it, 
we must protect it. 

And now, as you may know, I, too, love 
the outdoors—always have. Love to hunt 
and hike and go fishing in the Keys or out 
West. And you can just ask the honorary 
chairman of Take Pride in America, Bar- 
bara Bush. She might feel that she’s a fish- 
ing widow at times, but she, too, loves to 
fish. And in fact, she’s the only person I 
know who can read and fish at the same 
time. [Laughter] You might call it reading 
between the lines. [Laughter] I knew that 
was risky. 

You know something? Among our great- 
est joys has been exploring the outdoors 
with our kids and our grandchildren, and 
seeing the Grand Tetons through the eyes 
of a 13-year-old grandson, or teaching 
George’s twins, Jenna and Barbara, 6 years 
old, about the mysteries of the ocean. For 
it’s at times like these, seeing the wonder in 
their eyes, that we are overwhelmed by 
nature, when we realize, more than ever, 
that our children will, indeed, inherit the 
Earth. 

And today, it is for them, America’s chil- 
dren, that we’ve gathered here. For we 
know that our pride in America is central to 
their future in America. And that future 
demands that anyone concerned about 
America’s quality of life must be concerned 
about conservation. For America can only 
be as beautiful as her people are vigilant. 

You know that, and so did one of my 
favorite Presidents. Over the years, I’ve 
often talked about Theodore Roosevelt, a 


vital man, a visionary, and one of America’s 
great conservationists. It was Teddy who 
called our lands and wildlife “the property 
of unborn generations.” And he had this to 
say about America’s redwoods and sequoias: 
They “should be kept as we keep a great 
and beautiful cathedral.” 

Well, that’s where you come in, the win- 
ners of the Take Pride in America Awards. 
Two years ago when I hosted the first Take 
Pride ceremony out at the National Arbore- 
tum, there were only 38 top winners. You 
know this year’s number? One hundred and 
four. And let’s not forget the other thou- 
sands of program participants in 48 States: 
military and Peace Corps volunteers and 
veterans, 11 agencies of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, churches and businesses, inner- 
city groups and garden clubs, groups and 
individuals—volunteers all. 

I think, for example, of how in Page, Ari- 
zona, volunteers rally every year to clean 
up the nearby Glen Canyon Recreation 
Area and Navajo Reservation. Or—how’s 
this for a tongue twisterP—in Craig, Colora- 
do, the High Country Cactus Kickers pre- 
serve archaeological sites. In Lilburn, Geor- 
gia, 12-year-old Vanessa Cline is passing out 
Pride in America brochures to “each person 
around my neighborhood,” she says. “I 
want people to get the message.” And in 
Kansas City, that message has moved Phillip 
Mendenhall and his best friend, Nathaniel 
Riley, both 11 years old, to start a conserva- 
tion club. “We formed it,” Phillip writes, 
“because we wanted to help our public 
lands.” 

Today, across America, millions of kids of 
every age have gotten the message: protect- 
ing and preserving America’s cathedral of 
the outdoors. And they’re restocking our 
forests and wildlife refuges and helping 
from campgrounds to playgrounds. And in 
rural and urban areas, where the environ- 
mental ethic and personal commitment are 
restoring the purity of our air and our 
waters and the beauty of our land—for that, 
I thank you. I thank you for protecting the 
bounty of America, our soils, lakes, and for- 
ests, its teeming fisheries and mineral re- 
serves. And yet I also challenge you: chal- 
lenge you not to rest but to move onward, 
always upward, preserving the splendor of 
America. 
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I began with a fishing reference. So, not 
surprisingly, I’d like to close with one. It 
concerns Mark Twain, who loved to brag 
about his fishing exploits. He once spent 3 
weeks fishing in the Maine woods, ignoring 
the fact that the State’s fishing season had 
closed. He had a great catch and, like all 
fishermen, couldn’t wait to find someone to 
tell all about it. On the train back to New 
York, Twain got relaxing in the club car. 
And it was there that he came upon a 
stranger. And as he began to describe his 
catch, this stranger appeared at first unre- 
sponsive, then positively grim. “By the way, 
who are you, sir?” Mark Twain wondered. 
And the stranger answered, “I’m the State 
game warden. And who are you?” [Laugh- 
ter} And with that, America’s greatest 
writer nearly swallowed his cigar. “Well, to 
be perfectly truthful, sir, I’m the biggest 
liar in the United States of America.” 
[Laughter] 

Well, Mark Twain loved to brag. But 
then, he had much to brag about. And so do 
you. For you are helping to reclaim and 
recover America’s precious environment for 
our posterity and for our children. 

More than 130 years ago the poet Walt 
Whitman said, “I hear America singing.” 
And perhaps he was talking about Big Hole 
River in Montana or Pelican Island in Flori- 
da or treasures from Big Sur in California to 
the rocky coast of Maine. And today each of 
you is helping America sing, through your 
caring and your sacrifice and through deeds 
that are making America a more pristine 
and glorious place. 

To every award recipient, my heartfelt 
congratulations. And let me leave you with 
these familiar words of Irving Berlin: “From 
the mountains, to the prairies, to the oceans 
white with foam, God bless America, my 
home, sweet home.” God bless you all, and 
thank you for taking pride in this country 
and enriching the beauty of this great, 
good, and beloved home, the United States 
of America. Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to country 
music entertainers Lee Greenwood and the 
Moodys. 
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Memorandum on Adoption 
July 24, 1989 


Memorandum for Heads of Departments 
and Agencies 


Subject: Administration Support for the 
Adoption Option 


The foundation of our nation is the Amer- 
ican family, protector of our most valuable 
yet vulnerable resource—our children. 
Sadly, thousands of American children do 
not have a family to call their own. They 
are children who may have been aban- 
doned, neglected or abused, who have seen 
their childhood unfairly snatched away. We 
can give them back their childhood, simply 
by finding them a permanent adoptive 
family. This, I believe, is an effort worthy of 
our greatest commitment. 

Everyone wins in adoption. It is time for 
the leaders of the Federal workforce to 
ensure that our government is pro-adop- 
tion. Adoption works—for children who 
need homes, for people hoping to become 
parents, and for women facing a crisis 
pregnancy. 

As the leaders of the Federal civilian and 
military labor force, we have the opportuni- 
ty to positively affect the lives of Federal 
employees and to provide leadership for 
our entire nation. I am directing you and 
your staff to consider ways to provide such 
leadership to advance the adoption alterna- 
tive. 

Adoption can help to address some of our 
more pressing issues: teenage pregnancy, 
foster care, infertility, and welfare depend- 
ency. Most importantly, adoption provides a 
home and love to children who may have 
neither. 

Consider just a few facts: 

e An estimated 15 percent of American 
couples of reproductive age are infer- 
tile. 

About 60,000 children are adopted 
every year in this country. Of these, 
10,000 come from foreign countries. 

Right now, nearly 30,000 American 
children are legally available for adop- 
tion. Some of them are school-age, 
some are physically or emotionally 
handicapped, some are members of 
sibling groups that need to be placed 
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in the same home, and some are mi- 
nority children. 

Each year nearly 25,000 American 
babies are given life and the chance to 
be loved when their mothers choose 
adoption over abortion or unwanted 
parenthood, yet the opportunity to 
consider adoption is often denied to 
pregnant women. I am told that as 
much as 40 percent of pregnancy 
counseling does not even mention 
adoption. 

I have instructed my Domestic Policy 
Council to develop a Presidential adoption 
initiative, and that process is well under 
way. To complement this effort, I am asking 
you to develop methods for supporting the 
adoption plans and needs of your employ- 
ees and for promoting adoption among your 
workforce. Here are just a few ideas: 

e Use agency resources for employees 
who are considering adopting, who 
have adopted children, or who have a 
family member facing a crisis pregnan- 
cy. Employee Assistance Programs 
(EAPs) may be the most appropriate 
resource. 

Begin planning now for agency-wide 
celebration and observance of National 
Adoption Week (Thanksgiving Week). 
Your agency’s focus could be upon 
local children in need of adoptive 
homes. 

Ensure that all employee supervisors 
are as flexible as possible regarding the 
adoption-related leave needs of em- 
ployees. This might include incremen- 
tal (hourly) leave needed to meet with 
adoption agency personnel or longer 
periods of leave to care for a newly 
adopted child. 

Feature adoption articles in agency 
newsletters. These might include sto- 
ries about employees who have adopt- 
ed special needs children, infants, or 
children from other countries, as well 
as a regular column picturing a local 
waiting child. 

I have instructed both the Department of 
Health and Human Services and the Office 
of Personnel Management to work with you 
in implementing these and other ideas. 

A commitment to adoption is one we can 
all share. With just a small effort, we can 


help our own employees and, just as impor- 
tantly, we can provide national leadership 
in support of adoption. Finding loving 
homes for waiting children is reward 
enough. 


George Bush 


Nomination of Michael P.W. Stone To 
Be Secretary of the Army 


July 24, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Michael P.W. Stone to be 
Secretary of the Army. He would succeed 
John O. Marsh, Jr. 

Since 1988 Mr. Stone has served as the 
Under Secretary of the Army. Prior to this 
he was Assistant Secretary of the Army for 
Financial Management, 1986-1988. From 
1982 to 1984, he served in several capac- 
ities for the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (AID), including Mission Di- 
rector in Cairo, Egypt, 1982-1984, and Di- 
rector of Caribbean Basin Initiative Affairs, 
1984. Mr. Stone was president and director 
of Sterling Vineyards in Napa Valley, CA, 
1964-1982, and vice president, director, co- 
owner, and president of subsidiaries of Ster- 
ling International, 1960-1977. He also 
served as assistant to the president of Utah 
International Co. in San Francisco, 1957- 
1959, and as an associate with McKinsey 
and Co., 1954-1957. He was president of 
Howard Rotavator Co. of Arlington Heights, 
IL, 1950-1954. 

Mr. Stone graduated from Yale University 
with a bachelor’s degree in 1948. He served 
in the U.S. Navy, 1943-1946. He was born 
June 2, 1925, in London, England. He is 
married, has two children, and resides in 
Washington, DC. 


Continuation of Edward S.G. Dennis, 
Jr., as an Assistant Attorney General 


July 24, 1989 


The President today announced that 
Edward S.G. Dennis, Jr., will continue to 
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serve as an Assistant Attorney General 
(Criminal Division). 

Since 1983 Mr. Dennis was a U.S. Attor- 
ney for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 
in Philadelphia. Prior to this, he served as 
chief of the narcotic and dangerous drug 
section in the Criminal Division of the U.S. 
Department of Justice, 1980-1983; Assistant 
U.S. Attorney for the Honorable Peter F. 
Vaira, 1975-1980; and as law clerk in the 
U.S. District Court Eastern District of Penn- 
sylvania, 1973-1975. 

Mr. Dennis graduated from U.S. Mer- 
chant Marine Academy (B.S., 1967) and the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School 
(J.D., 1973). He was born January 24, 1945, 
in Salisbury, MD. He is married and resides 
in Media, PA. 


Remarks at a Ceremony Honoring 
Participants of the Job Training 
Partnership Program 


July 25, 1989 


Thank you, Elizabeth. Thank you all. Sen- 
ators, thank you four for being with us 
today. Well, Senator Dole, thank you very 
much, and ladies and gentlemen—{/augh- 
ter}—did I say Senator? [Laughter] Freudi- 
an slip. [Laughter] It’s a good chance to 
thank Senator Dole for giving us one of the 
great Secretaries of Labor we’ve ever had— 
I'll tell you—permitting her to serve our 
great country. Somehow, I feel better about 
the United States Navy, too, Purtillia. I’m 
glad that you’re over there. 

Over the past few months, this marvelous 
Rose Garden has been the site for several 
ceremonies honoring victorious athletic 
teams. And today we’re focusing on another 
kind of victory, a victory for all America: 
reducing youth unemployment. And what, 
after all, does employment mean? Income, 
yes, but also pride: pride in self; pride in 
one’s life. And our administration wants to 
bring this pride to every young person who 
wants to work. But desire without pre- 
paredness is like a sports car without an 
engine. 

Well, since 1983 the Job Training Part- 
nership Act has propelled America’s engine, 
providing education and training for those 
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lacking in basic skills or who are economi- 
cally disadvantaged. And showing young 
people like Purtillia—you’ve just heard that 
story: how tomorrow can be brighter than 
today. I thought she did a first-class job. 
And she told me she was nervous, but you 
just couldn’t tell it at all. She did a wonder- 
ful job there. 

But already, this program has helped 
thousands escape dependency. And for that 
let me thank our Vice President Dan 
Quayle, who I know was with some of you 
all this morning. And as a Senator, he au- 
thored and was one of the top leaders in 
the fight for the JTPA, the most successful 
job training program in American history. 
And you can all take pride in JTPA’s win- 
ning percentage: Over 68 percent of the 
program graduates have found and held a 
job. 

And I’m here today because I believe 
deeply in this program and because I want 
to salute the package of amendments that 
we've proposed to make the JTPA stronger 
and better. And these amendments can 
help give America’s youth the skills employ- 
ers need, youth like the 12 examples that 
you see with us here today. 

And our package focuses on America’s at- 
risk youth. It recognized that there’s an 
urgent need for job training, but more than 
that, that we must provide basic remedial 
education, counseling, and—as my Barbara 
advocates so well—the literacy training that 
can open horizons and minds. These skills 
will prepare the kids of today for the jobs of 
tomorrow and provide not only hope but 
opportunity for the underprivileged. Our 
proposal will foster the dignity and the in- 
dependence that come from work, and help 
reject ills like drugs and crime and teenage 
pregnancy that assault the spirit and starve 
the soul. 

Purtillia—she knows what I’m talking 
about—she’s only 21—22 on Friday, they 
tell me—and so do the other JTPA award 
recipients, men like Tony MacKinnon, 23, 
who graduated from a Job Start Program in 
Buffalo. And today he works for the Erie 
County Bar Association, giving legal assist- 
ance to low-income people. Or women like 
Amy Logan of Yakima, Washington. In the 
10th grade, she dropped out of school, had 
a baby, got lost in drugs. But through JTPA, 
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she got straightened out, found a good job, 
and will soon begin courses at a local com- 
munity college. Amy wants to be a juvenile 
counselor. And you know what? I'll bet her 
dream comes true. 

And today Amy Logan is 18 years old. 
And when I think of her, I recall how at an 
age near to that I heard Sir Winston 
Churchill implore America: “Give us the 
tools, and we will finish the job.” Well, 
Churchill was asking America for material 
to help England combat the forces of totali- 
tarianism. And our task is to give kids like 
Amy and Purtillia and Tony MacKinnon the 
writing, reading, and reasoning tools to do 
the job of America. 

To achieve that goal, let me say to Gover- 
nors and mayors: Working together, Feder- 
al, State, and local governments can help 
JTPA overcome the roadblocks to economic 
opportunity. And to business and labor lead- 
ers across America, let me add: We need 
your help as well. Become involved in your 
local programs and your local school system. 
Give that first break, that first job, to a 
young person, just as someone once gave a 
break to you. 


And last month I announced a Points of 
Light Initiative which calls on every Ameri- 
can to bring this involvement and service to 
every corner of America. And today I want 
to renew that call. And in my inaugural 
address, I spoke of the era of the “offered 
hand” and urged unity in crucial things. 
Well, today turning young lives around is 
not a Republican or Democratic issue, it’s 
bipartisan, it’s crucial—crucial to the future 
of our great country. 

To prove that point, our amendments 
have now been introduced in the House 
and the Senate, and the Senate’s going to 
begin the markup tomorrow. And I want to 
thank Senators Hatch and Paul Simon and 
Congressmen Gus Hawkins and Bill Good- 
ling for moving quickly on this package and 
express America’s appreciation for working 
cooperatively to aid America’s at-risk youth. 

Almost 90 years ago, one of America’s 
great Presidents saluted the pride that 
springs from labor. “I wish to preach,” he 
said, “not the life of ignoble ease, but the 
doctrine of strenuous life.” And it was also 
Teddy Roosevelt who said: “The best prize 
life offers is the chance to work hard at 


work worth doing.” So, under our legisla- 
tion, and with the support of the public and 
private sectors, we can ensure the well- 
trained work force that is vital to America’s 
new millennium and ensure that each 
American has the chance to win the prize 
of belief in tomorrow and belief in self. 
These beliefs form the heart of our amend- 
ments to the JTPA and of these young 
people. And so on their behalf, I now have 
the pleasure of presenting certificates to 
these 12 outstanding JTPA participants. 


Thank you all for joining us today. God 
bless the young people of this country and 
their inheritance. Thank you all very, very 
much for coming, especially these four Sen- 
ators who played such a key role in all of 
this. Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:29 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Secretary of Labor 
Elizabeth H. Dole and program participant 
Purtillia Bryant. 


White House Fact Sheet on the Job 
Training Partnership Act Amendments 
of 1989 


July 25, 1989 


Although the Job Training Partnership 
Act (JTPA) has been highly successful (the 
Nation’s most distinguished employment 
and training program ever), it can be made 
even better. Secretary of Labor Elizabeth 
Dole has proposed changes that will main- 
tain the successful cornerstones of the cur- 
rent JTPA program while targeting assist- 
ance and training to those least skilled and 
most disadvantaged. 


Enrollment in JTPA will target those 
most at risk among the disadvantaged. All 
youth and 50 percent of adult participants 
will be eligible only if they face additional 
barriers to employment, such as lack of 
basic skills, illiteracy, homelessness, and 
teen pregnancy. Youth and adult programs 
will direct funds to geographic areas with 
higher numbers of economically disadvan- 
taged persons. A strengthened local part- 
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nership will be established between educa- 
tion, the job training system, and other local 
agencies serving the disadvantaged. 


The quality of JTPA services will be en- 
hanced by providing a support system to 
enable our most disadvantaged citizens to 
become employable. Services will be indi- 
vidualized and substantially intensified. Par- 
ticipants will be assessed to determine their 
specific education and training needs, and 
effective program strategies for helping at- 
risk youth will be put into practice. Follow- 
up support services may be provided for 1 
year after graduates enter the labor market. 

New provisions to increase accountability 
will be established. Specific performance 
standards will be set to evaluate each par- 
ticipant’s progress, based on the achieve- 
ment of basic skills. 


Five Basic Principles Guide the Job 
Training Partnership Act Proposal: 


1. Maintaining the successful cornerstones 

of the current JTPA delivery system. 

—The highly successful private-public 
partnership will continue, with Private 
Industry Councils responsible for plan- 
ning and oversight of JT[PA programs. 

—States and local service delivery areas 
will continue to have the flexibility to 
design programs tailored to their labor 
markets. 

2. Targeting on youth and adults most at 

risk of failure in the job market by: 

—Focusing on those most at risk among 
the disadvantaged—in addition to being 
economically disadvantaged, as_ re- 
quired by the current law, all youth 
and half of adults will be enrolled only 
if they face additional barriers to em- 
ployment, such as being basic skills de- 
ficient, having a poor school record, 
being a teen parent or homeless. 

—Authorizing a new challenge grant pro- 
gram to stimulate community-wide 
action, targeted on youth in our coun- 
try’s most problem-ridden inner city 
neighborhoods and poor rural areas. 

—Creating new youth and adult pro- 
grams, with separate formulas to direct 
funds to areas with large numbers of 
economically disadvantaged youth and 
adults. 
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3. Achieving a comprehensive, coordinat- 

ed human resource program. 

—New State linkage and coordination 
grants will promote institutional change 
and leverage resources from other pro- 
grams to better serve economically dis- 
advantaged youth and adults. These 
grants will be awarded only to States 
that are willing to bring funds and sys- 
tems to bear on achieving measurable 
goals, such as increasing high school 
completion rates. 

—A strengthened local partnership will 
be established between education, the 
job training system, and other local 
agencies who serve the disadvantaged. 

4. Enhancing program quality. 

—JTPA services will be individualized 
and substantially intensified. 

—Participants must be assessed to deter- 
mine the services they want and need. 

—Local JTPA programs will be encour- 
aged to invest in program strategies 
and practices that are known to be ef- 
fective in helping at-risk youth and ex- 
periment with new approaches as well. 

—Followup will be available for a year 
after a participant enters the labor 
market. 

—Youth will participate in year-round 
programs, and summer work experi- 
ence will be available only to youth in 
those programs. 

—Support services will be enhanced to 
ensure participants can _ successfully 
complete training. 

5. Increasing accountability. 

—Basic skills achievement will be an im- 
portant part of performance standards 
for youth and adults. 

—Local programs will establish achieve- 
ment objectives for participants in the 
program. 


Note: This is an extract of the fact sheet 
issued by the Office of the Press Secretary. 
It contains information on the proposed 
legislation, and does not include back- 
ground material on the Job Training Part- 
nership Act found in the original press re- 
lease. 
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Statement on the Steel Trade 
Liberalization Program 


July 25, 1989 


Today I am establishing a Steel Trade 
Liberalization Program that will extend for 
2% years the voluntary restraint arrange- 
ments (VRA’s) that limit steel imports into 
the United States. I am taking this step to 
permit the negotiation of an international 
consensus to remove unfair trade practices 
and to provide more time for the industry 
to adjust and modernize. This Steel Trade 
Liberalization Program is designed to re- 
store free-market forces to, and end govern- 
ment interference in, global trade in steel. I 
am directing U.S. Trade Representative 
Carla A. Hills to oversee implementation of 
the program. 

Ambassador Hills will negotiate a 2%- 
year transitional extension of the restraints 
that currently limit steel imports from VRA 
countries to 18.4 percent of the US. 
market. The extension will cover all major 
product categories. During this transition to 
an open market, the ceiling on imports 
from VRA countries will be increased at an 
annual rate of 1 percentage point. To sup- 
port our efforts to achieve an international 
consensus, this increase will be allocated to 
countries that undertake and abide by disci- 
plines to address trade-distorting practices. 

I am also directing Ambassador Hills to 
seek to negotiate, through the Uruguay 
round of multilateral trade negotiations and 
complementary bilateral agreements, an 
international consensus to provide effective 
disciplines over government aid and inter- 
vention in the steel sector and to lower bar- 
riers to global trade in steel. The interna- 
tional consensus will contain three ele- 
ments: strong disciplines over trade-distort- 
ing government subsidies; lowering of trade 
barriers so as to ensure market access; and 
enforcement measures to deal with viola- 
tions of consensus obligations. 

In extending the VRA’s for a transitional 
period, I am mindful of the need to im- 
prove the availability of steel in the United 
States and to promote price competition. 
Accordingly, to ensure that adequate sup- 
plies of competitively priced steel are avail- 
able on a timely basis, the Department of 
Commerce will expedite and streamline the 
existing short-supply mechanism. 


Since 1984 the U.S. steel industry has 
made considerable progress toward improv- 
ing its competitiveness and modernizing its 
production facilities. It has reduced capac- 
ity, cut costs, and modernized its equip- 
ment and technology. I urge the industry to 
continue its modernization and worker re- 
training programs, and will support legisla- 
tion to that effect. The U.S. International 
Trade Commission will be asked to monitor 
and report regularly on developments in 
the carbon and specialty steel industries, in- 
cluding investment, wages, and executive 
compensation. 

Consistent with this administration’s com- 
mitment to free and open trade, the volun- 
tary restraint arrangements will end on 
March 31, 1992. Thereafter, U.S. steel pro- 
ducers, like other American industries, will 
continue to rely on domestic trade laws as 
an ultimate assurance against the effects of 
foreign unfair trade practices. The Depart- 
ment of Commerce will continue rigorously 
to enforce the laws against injurious dump- 
ing and subsidization. 

For decades, governments have support- 
ed their steel producers through subsidies 
and import restrictions. Steel trade and the 
international trading system as a whole 
have suffered. This self-defeating rivalry 
must end. I urge our trading partners to 
work with us to restore free and fair trade 
to world markets. 


Memorandum on Steel Imports and 
Exports 


July 25, 1989 


Memorandum for the United States Trade 
Representative 


Subject: Steel Trade Liberalization Program 


I have decided to establish a two and 
one-half year Steel Trade Liberalization 
Program and hereby direct the United 
States Trade Representative (USTR) to 
begin immediately its implementation. The 
program is designed to phase out in a re- 
sponsible and orderly manner the voluntary 
restraint arrangements (VRAs) that current- 
ly limit steel imports into the U.S. market, 
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and to negotiate an international consensus 
to remove unfair trade practices. 

The Steel Trade Liberalization Program 
shall include the following elements: 

1. Transitional Voluntary Restraint Ar- 
rangements. The USTR shall negotiate ex- 
tensions of VRAs for a transitional period of 
two and one-half years. During this period, 
the overall ceiling on imports from VRA 
countries will be increased at an annual 
rate of one percentage point. This increase 
will be allocated to countries that undertake 
and abide by acceptable multilateral or bi- 
lateral disciplines with respect to unfair 
trade practices and market access. The allo- 
cation of this one-percentage-point annual 
increase may be delayed, if necessary, as 
leverage to achieve acceptable disciplines. 

2. International Consensus. The United 
States Trade Representative shall seek to 
negotiate an international consensus to pro- 
vide for both fair and open trade in steel. 
This consensus, which should be pursued 
through the Uruguay Round of Multilateral 
Trade Negotiations and complementary bi- 
lateral agreements, will provide effective 
disciplines over trade-distorting subsidies, as 
well as reductions in tariff and non-tariff 
barriers to international steel trade. 

3. Expiration Date. The voluntary re- 
straint arrangements will be terminated no 
later than March 31, 1992. Thereafter, U.S. 
steel producers will rely on domestic trade 
laws to remedy foreign trade-distorting 
practices. 

4. Legislation. The Administration will 
support the extension of existing legislation 
to make such transitional voluntary re- 
straint arrangements enforceable at our 
borders, as well as to encourage continued 
industry modernization and worker retrain- 
ing. 

5. Impact on Steel Users. The USTR shall 
implement the program in a way that rec- 
ognizes the legitimate concerns of U.S. steel 
consumers. In particular, the existing short 
supply mechanism will be liberalized and 
streamlined. 

6. Enforcement. The Department of 
Commerce shall continue to enforce rigor- 
ously our unfair trade laws to prevent inju- 
rious dumping and subsidization. 

7. Monitoring. The United States Interna- 
tional Trade Commission will be asked to 
continue to monitor the efforts of the steel 
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industry to adjust and modernize, and to 
prepare an annual report for the President 
on those efforts. 

The Steel Trade Liberalization Program 
described above is designed to establish the 
conditions for fair and open steel trade 
throughout the world, so that steel can be 
produced and traded on the basis of market 
forces, rather than governmental aid and 
intervention. 

The USTR shall coordinate and imple- 
ment this program in consultation with the 
appropriate Economic Policy Council agen- 
cies. 


George Bush 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate 
Transmitting the Strategic Force 
Modernization Report 


July 25, 1989 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Transmitted herewith is the report re- 
quested in section 908 of the FY 89 Nation- 
al Defense Authorization Act. Both classi- 
fied and unclassified versions are provided. 

The forces described in this report are 
illustrative only. They represent a range of 
forces that would be permitted by a treaty 
if it were concluded in accordance with the 
positions tabled by the United States at the 
strategic arms negotiations. In particular, 
the options that do not contain mobile 
ICBMs do not at present correspond with 
our fundamental goals for the ICBM forces 
and our Defense program. Each of the ex- 
amples demonstrates the importance of 
continued, aggressive strategic force mod- 
ernization of all three elements of the stra- 
tegic triad. 

It is inappropriate to make a recommen- 
dation from among these illustrations at this 
time. That should await both our own 
budget deliberations and further progress in 
the START negotiations. 

I am fully committed to the strategic 
modernization program I have put forward. 
The modernization of our submarine, 
bomber and land-based missile force is es- 
sential to the continued strength of our de- 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 / July 25 


terrent and to the success of these very 
important negotiations. 
Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Nomination of John M. Sayre To Be an 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior 


July 25, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John M. Sayre to be an 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior (Water 
and Science). He would succeed James W. 
Ziglar. 

Since 1950 Mr. Sayre has been in the 
private practice of law in Boulder, CO, 
serving as a partner in the natural resources 
department since 1966. In addition, he 
served as city attorney for the city of Boul- 
der, 1951-1955, and as general counsel to 
the Colorado Municipal League, 1956-1963. 
Mr. Sayre has been a member of several 
professional organizations serving as a char- 
ter member and a member of the board of 
directors of the Colorado Water Congress 
and director of the Northern Colorado 
Water Conservancy District, 1960-1964. He 
currently serves as Colorado director of the 
National Water Resources Association, 1980 
to present, and was president, 1984-1986. 

Mr. Sayre graduated from the University 
of Colorado (B.A., 1943; J.D., 1948). He 
served as an officer in the U.S. Navy, 1943- 
1946. Mr. Sayre resides in Colorado. 


Nomination of Raymond G.H. Seitz To 
Be an Assistant Secretary of State 


July 25, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Raymond G.H. Seitz to be 
an Assistant Secretary of State (European 
and Canadian Affairs). He would succeed 
Rozanne L. Ridgway. 


Since 1984 Mr. Seitz has served as Minis- 
ter to London. Prior to this he served in 
various capacities at the Department of 
State, including Executive Assistant to the 
Secretary, 1982-1984; Senior Deputy Assist- 
ant Secretary for Public Affairs, 1981-1982; 
and Deputy Executive Secretary for the 
Department of State, 1979-1981. In addi- 
tion, he served as political officer at the U.S. 
Embassy in London, 1975-1979. Mr. Seitz 
served as the Special Assistant to the Direc- 
tor General of the Foreign Service at the 
Department of State and as a staff officer to 
the Secretariat, 1972-1975. In 1970 Mr. 
Seitz served as principal officer in Bukavu, 
Zaire; and in 1968 he served as a political 
officer in Nairobi, Kenya, and concurrently 
as Vice Consul to the Seychelles. Prior to 
this he served as a consular officer in Mon- 
treal, Canada, 1966-1968. In 1986, he re- 
ceived the Presidential Award for Meritori- 
ous Service. 

Mr. Seitz graduated from Yale University 
in 1963. He joined the Foreign Service in 
1966. He was born December 8, 1940, in 
Honolulu, HI. He is married, has three chil- 
dren, and resides in Texas. 


Nomination of Robert R. Randlett To 
Be an Assistant Administrator of the 
Agency for International Development 


July 25, 1989 


The President today announced his uiten- 
tion to nominate Robert R. Randlett to be 
an Assistant Administrator (Legislative Af- 
fairs) of the Agency for International Devel- 
opment, U.S. International Development 
Cooperation Agency. He would succeed W. 
Antoinette Ford. 

Since 1977 Mr. Randlett has been with 
Allied-Signal, Inc., serving as director of 
public policy issues, 1985 to present, and 
director of legislative and regulatory affairs, 
1977-1985. He was congressional liaison of- 
ficer at the Department of Labor, 1973- 
1977. He was a Washington representative 
for PPG Industries, Inc., a manufacturer of 
glass, chemicals, and coatings, 1972-1973, 
and a staff assistant in the Federal Govern- 
ment affairs office, 1971-1972. He was a 
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staff assistant to Representative James F. 
Battin, 1966-1968. 


Mr. Randlett graduated from the Ameri- 
can University (B.A., 1966; J.D., 1968) and 
Hershey Junior College (A.A., 1964). He 
served in the U.S. Army, 1968-1971. He is 
married and resides in Lebanon, NJ. 


Nomination of Stanley E. Morris To Be 
a Deputy Director of the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy 


July 25, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Stanley E. Morris to be 
Deputy Director for Supply Reduction, 
Office of National Drug Control Policy. This 
is a new position. 

Since 1983 Mr. Morris has been the Di- 
rector of the U.S. Marshals Service at the 
Department of Justice. He was the Associ- 
ate Deputy Attorney General at the De- 
partment of Justice, 1981-1983. Mr. Morris 
was a senior fellow and lecturer at the 
Center for Business and Public Policy, Col- 
lege of Business and Management, Universi- 
ty of Maryland, 1980-1981; Deputy Associ- 
ate Director (Economics and Government) 
at the Office of Management and Budget, 
1973-1979; and Director of Operational 
Planning, Office of the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
1971-1973. 


Mr. Morris graduated from San Jose State 
College (B.A., 1963) and Columbia Universi- 


ty (M.A., 1964). He resides in Washington, 
DC. 


Nomination of JoAnn K. Webb To Be 
Director of the National Cemetery 
System 


July 25, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate JoAnn Krukar Webb to be 
Director of the National Cemetery System, 
Department of Veterans Affairs. This is a 
new position. 
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From 1985 to 1988, Ms. Webb served as a 
health care consultant for ACTION, the na- 
tional volunteer agency. She served as the 
ACTION representative on the Federal 
Task Force on the Human Immunodefi- 
ciency Virus (HIV) Epidemic. During the 
1988 Bush-Quayle campaign, Ms. Webb 
served as deputy director of the Seniors for 
Bush National Voter Coalitions. She served 
for 3 years on the Veterans Administration’s 
Advisory Commission on Women Veterans. 
Ms. Webb also served as a management an- 
alyst and health care planner for the Veter- 
ans Administration. 


Ms. Webb graduated from Pennsylvania 
State University in 1970, with a bachelor of 
science degree in nursing, and George 
Washington University, with a master’s 
degree in health care administration. She 
served 5 years active duty as an Army nurse 
in Vietnam, in Germany, and at the Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, 
DC. For her service in Vietnam, Ms. Webb 
was awarded the Army Commendation 
Medal. She has three children and resides 
in Virginia. 


Nomination of Barbara E. McTurk To 
Be Superintendent of the United States 
Mint at Denver 


July 25, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Barbara E. McTurk to be 
Superintendent of the Mint of the United 
States at Denver, Department of the Treas- 
ury. She would succeed Cynthia Jeanne 
Grassby Baker. 


Since 1988 Mrs. McTurk has been a con- 
sultant for the Colorado House of Repre- 
sentatives. She has also served at the Jeffer- 
son County Community Center for the De- 
velopmentally Disabled, 1986 to present. 
Mrs. McTurk served as the Colorado State 
field director for George Bush for Presi- 
dent, 1987-1988: She has been active in 
civic and political activities. 

Mrs. McTurk is married, has two daugh- 
ters, and resides in Lakewood, CO. 
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Nomination of John T. Martino To Be 
Superintendent of the United States 
Mint at Philadelphia 


July 25, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John T. Martino to be Su- 
perintendent of the Mint of the United 
States at Philadelphia, Department of the 
Treasury. He would succeed Anthony H. 
Murray, Jr. 

Since 1986 Mr. Martino has been presi- 
dent of Keystone Data in Pennsylvania. 
From 1979 to 1986, he held several posi- 
tions at the department of Commonwealth, 
including deputy secretary of Common- 
wealth, 1981-1986; deputy secretary of the 
department of community affairs, 1983- 
1984; and executive assistant to the secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth, 1979-1981. 
Prior to this, he served as assistant to Rep- 
resentative Robert S. Walker, 1977-1979, 
and as a marketing representative for IBM 
Corp., 1976. 

Mr. Martino received a bachelor’s degree 
from Franklin and Marshall College, and he 
was a master’s candidate at Millersville Uni- 
versity. He is married, has two children, 
and resides in Lancaster, PA. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the National Aero-Space Plane 
Program 


July 25, 1989 


The President, acting upon the recom- 
mendation of the Vice President, has ap- 
proved the continuation of the National 
Aero-Space Plane (NASP) program as a 
high-priority national effort to develop and 
demonstrate hypersonic technologies with 
the ultimate goal of single-stage-to-orbit. 

The Government will complete the Phase 
II technology development program, and 
plans to develop an experimental flight ve- 
hicle after completion of Phase II, if techni- 
cally feasible. The system will be designed 
to focus on the highest priority research, as 
opposed to operational, objectives. Un- 
manned as well as manned designs will be 
considered, and the program will be con- 


ducted in such a way as to minimize techni- 
cal and cost uncertainty. 

The President also approved an imple- 
mentation plan to carry out this policy. The 
plan extends technology development until 
early 1993 to reduce technical and cost 
risks. It retains an experimental flight vehi- 
cle focused on research and technology ob- 
jectives and retains a joint program man- 
agement structure with participation by 
both the Department of Defense and NASA 
{National Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration]. 

The Space Council recommendations ap- 
proved by the President termed the Nation- 
al Aero-Space Plane a vital national effort 
which benefits the civil, commercial, and 
national security interests of the Nation. 
The NASP program promotes industrial 
competitiveness, fosters U.S. space leader- 
ship, and provides the technological basis 
for greatly expanded access to space in the 
21st century. We call on Congress to join in 
fully implementing the Space Council rec- 
ommendations and in moving forward with 
the important NASP program. 


Remarks on Signing the Natural Gas 
Wellhead Decontrol Act of 1989 


July 26, 1989 


Thank you all very, very much, and 
thanks also to Jim Watkins, our distin- 
guished Secretary, who is off to such an 
outstanding start as Secretary of Energy, 
and also, Martha, thanks to you—Martha 
Hesse—for her great efforts at the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, and to the 
forward-looking leaders from both sides of 
the aisle. 

Seeing this awesome array with my own 
two Senators, Lloyd Bentsen and Phil 
Gramm—lI’m going to get in serious trouble 
by exclusion—but standing up here, of 
course, I’m delighted that Senator Bennett 
Johnston is here and [Representatives] Joe 
Barton, Phil Sharp, [Senator] Don Nickles 
was—there he is—and all the rest of you. I 
want to single out, of course, John Dingell 
for his help and Norm Lent and Carlos 
Moorhead and so many others who have a 
keen interest in this subject. 
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Natural gas, methane, one of the best 
fuels on the world’s energy menu. It’s clean. 
It’s efficient, relatively abundant. But for 35 
years, consumers and producers of natural 
gas have struggled under the burden of op- 
pressive price regulations, and this was di- 
rectly responsible, in my view, for the dam- 
aging natural gas shortages of the seventies 
and for gas market distortions that exist to 
this very day. 

And it is instructive to look at what natu- 
ral gas price controls brought us: shortages, 
not increased supplies; higher gas prices, 
not the lower consumer prices that their 
supporters promised. And what was true for 
oil deregulation in 1981 is also true for gas 
deregulation in 1989. Experience shows 
that deregulation works to serve consumers 
and to serve an expanding economy. And 
it’s a tribute to the American political 
system that, after decades of disagreement 
over the merits of gas decontrol, we can 
gather here today to state a clear message 
for all to hear: We’ve learned from the past; 
we are united in the conviction that the 
best way to deal with our energy problems 
and serve the American people is to let our 
market economy work. 

And so, today’s legislation represents the 
bipartisan attainment of the administra- 
tion’s first major energy initiative: the elimi- 
nation of an entire system of artificial price 
controls for one of America’s cleanest 
energy resources. And this measure reflects 
a strong bipartisan belief that eliminating 
price controls will help this nation take full 
advantage of our plentiful domestic re- 
sources. 

Even at today’s prices, it’s estimated that 
the United States has natural gas reserves 
that will take us to the year 2025 and 
beyond. And industry—and I’m glad to see 
so many members of the industry here 
today, people that have been in the fore- 
front for the battle of decontrol for many, 
many years—industry and the Department 
of Energy are responding to this opportuni- 
ty with imagination, seeking to tap new 
sources of clean-burning natural gas and 
then developing new uses, like powering 
cars and buses. With prices set by market 
forces and improvements in gas exploration 
production technologies, natural gas can 
help power this nation well into the next 
century. 
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And it may be said by some that this 
legislation could only have happened when 
energy prices are relatively low. Not true. 
Legislation like this, relying on market in- 
centives to produce domestic energy, can 
help keep prices low. And it’s the best way 
to assure consumers of adequate and reli- 
able supplies of clean energy at the lowest 
reasonable price. 

And this is not just economical legislation; 
it is also environmental legislation. Natural 
gas burns much more cleanly than other 
fossil fuels and produces little air or water 
pollution, and it can play a larger role in 
our efforts to clean up our air and our 
water. The environmental opportunities can 
be global. When a free market for this fuel 
exists, we can foresee America and the 
world using more of it. America and her 
allies must work together now to expand 
the infrastructure for this fuel. And on this 
continent, across the Atlantic, across the Pa- 
cific, these are opportunities for coopera- 
tion that can be helped by a freer market. 
Where we can add diversity and flexibility, 
economy and security to the world’s energy 
picture, we ought to do it. And natural gas 
is an important element. 

But despite today’s good news, this is no 
time for complacency. Our energy security 
problem continues. Conservation achieve- 
ments are leveling off, domestic oil produc- 
tion continuing its downward trend, and 
petroleum imports are increasing. And our 
need for a cleaner environment is obvious 
to all. And so, today I want to make this 
announcement which, like the deregulation 
of natural gas, is good news for America’s 
energy future. I’m directing Jim Watkins, 
our able Secretary of Energy, to take the 
lead in developing a comprehensive, nation- 
al energy strategy. We cannot and will not 
wait for the next energy crisis to force us to 
respond. And so, I’ve asked Jim to craft this 
strategy in close consultation with the Cabi- 
net, leading Members of the United States 
Congress, and then with our cities and our 
States. Our task—our bipartisan task—is to 
build the national consensus necessary to 
support this strategy and to make this strat- 
egy a living and dynamic document, re- 
sponsive to new knowledge and new ideas 
and to global, environmental, and interna- 
tional changes. 
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And I should say on this one parentheti- 
cally—and I don’t, again, want to single out 
only the Texans here—but our Governor, 
who is with us today, has been in the fore- 
front of urging upon us a national energy 
strategy for a long, long time. A keystone of 
this strategy is going to be the continuation 
of the successful policy of market reliance. 
And it’s not going to be easy. We must 
balance—achieve balance—our increasing 
need for energy at reasonable prices, our 
commitment to a safer and healthier envi- 
ronment, our determination to maintain an 
economy that is second to none, and our 
goal to reduce dependence by ourselves 
and our friends and allies on potentially un- 
reliable energy suppliers. 

One important step towards protecting 
America from foreign energy supply inter- 
ruptions is to provide more incentives for 
drilling right here at home. And though it is 
unlikely that Congress will, or maybe even 
can, act on that this year, I will continue to 
work to put more incentive into the Tax 
Code for domestic wildcat drilling. The 
bottom line is: A strong domestic drilling 
and producing business is essential to the 
national security of the United States of 
America. And I am confident that Ameri- 
ca’s can-do attitude and scientific know-how 
and old-fashioned plain common sense will 
prevail. By acting now, we can bequeath a 
legacy to the next century of a cleaner, 
more prosperous and, yes, more secure 
America. Today’s legislation is a good start 
down that path. Domestically, natural gas 
can now reach its fullest potential as an 
economic, clean, and convenient energy 
source. 

And so, I congratulate all the Members of 
the United States Congress who have 
worked so hard and, in some cases, so long 
to bring this legislation to this desk. [Laugh- 
ter] And with that, it is with. great pride 
that I now sign the Natural Gas Wellhead 
Decontrol Act into the law. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:12 p.m., in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Martha O. Hesse, 
Chairman of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission; Senator Don Nickles of Okla- 
homa; Representatives Joe Barton of Texas, 
Philip R. Sharp of Indiana, John D. Dingell 
of Michigan, Norman F. Lent of New York, 


and Carlos J. Moorhead of California; and 
Gov. William P. Clements of Texas. H.R. 
1722, approved July 26, was assigned 
Public Law No. 101-60. 


Statement on Signing the Natural Gas 
Wellhead Decontrol Act of 1989 


july 26, 1989 


Today I am very pleased to sign into law 
H.R. 1722, the “Natural Gas Decontrol Act 
of 1989.” This legislation represents the bi- 
partisan achievement of this Administra- 
tion’s first major energy initiative—the 
elimination of natural gas price controls. 
Through bipartisan cooperation, we have 
moved forward toward our goal of a more 
stable domestic energy future. 


For 35 years producers and consumers of 
natural gas have struggled under a perva- 
sive scheme of wellhead price regulation. 
This regulation was largely responsible for 
the damaging natural gas shortages of the 
1970s and for the gas market distortions 
that exist even today. H.R. 1722 will elimi- 
nate the remaining natural gas wellhead 
price controls by January 1, 1993. 


This measure reflects a strong bipartisan 
belief that eliminating price controls on nat- 
ural gas will help this Nation take maximum 
advantage of our abundant reserves of 
clean-burning natural gas. Even at today’s 
prices, the Department of Energy estimates 
that the United States has 35 years worth of 
natural gas supplies. With prices set by 
market forces and improvements in our 
ability to produce gas from unconventional 
sources, natural gas could help power this 
country for decades. 


The complete deregulation of natural gas 
wellhead prices will allow natural gas to 
reach its fullest potential as a competitive 
domestic alternative to imports of oil from 
insecure sources. Natural gas can also play a 
larger role in our efforts to clean up our air 
and water. It burns much more cleanly 
than other fossil fuels, and its combustion 
produces little air or water pollution. 

This long-overdue legislation is an impor- 
tant step in enhancing domestic energy 
supplies. I congratulate those of you in the 
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Congress, on both sides of the aisle, who 
have worked so hard to bring this legisla- 
tion to my desk. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
July 26, 1989. 


Note: H.R. 1722, approved July 26, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 101-60. 


Proclamation 6000—Lyme Disease 
Awareness Week, 1989 


July 26, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Lyme disease, also known as Lyme borre- 
liosis, was first recognized in Lyme, Con- 
necticut, in 1975. Seven years later, its 
cause, a spirochete or spiral-shaped bacteri- 
um called Borrelia burgdorferi, was discov- 
ered by a researcher at the National Insti- 
tute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. Al- 
though the northeastern United States has 
the highest number of cases, Lyme disease 
has spread to more than 40 States. In 1988, 
there were more than 5,000 reported cases 
of Lyme disease, and it has been estimated 
that many more people have been infected 
with the disease. 

Lyme disease is transmitted to humans 
through the bite of the deer tick, which 
inhabits primarily grasslands and wooded 
areas. Deer ticks are carried by several dif- 
ferent animals including deer, cats, dogs, 
raccoons, and field mice. 

A common early symptom of Lyme dis- 
ease is the appearance of a localized ring- 
shaped rash with a clearing in the center. 
Other signs may include flu-like symptoms 
such as fatigue, mild headache, body aches, 
and a slight fever. The chances of successful 
treatment with antibiotics are greatest in 
the early stages of the disease. Unfortunate- 
ly, in many instances, early symptoms may 
go unnoticed or may never appear. In addi- 
tion, because it can resemble other illnesses, 
Lyme disease is sometimes misdiagnosed. If 
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not treated early, serious complications may 
develop that can affect the heart, nervous 
system, or joints. Lyme disease in pregnant 
women can result in miscarriages, still- 
births, and birth defects. 

To avoid deer ticks and reduce the 
chance of contracting Lyme disease, people 
who are going into wooded areas or tall 
grass should wear long-sleeved shirts and 
long pants and apply tick repellant to their 
clothing. They should also thoroughly check 
for ticks upon returning indoors. The deer 
tick is smaller than a dog tick and is most 
likely to transmit Lyme disease in the 
nymphal stage when it is very tiny. Anyone 
bitten by a tick should watch for symptoms 
suggestive of Lyme disease and seek early 
medical treatment if they occur. 


Recognizing the widespread impact of 
Lyme disease and the need for research in 
this field, the National Institutes of Health is 
committed to finding better ways of identi- 
fying, preventing, and treating all tick- 
borne illnesses. 

To enhance public awareness of Lyme 
disease and its debilitating side effects, the 
Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 142, 
has designated the week beginning July 23, 
1989, as “Lyme Disease Awareness Week” 
and has authorized and requested the Presi- 
dent to issue a proclamation in observance 
of this occasion. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning July 
23, 1989, as Lyme Disease Awareness 
Week. I call upon all government agencies, 
health organizations, communications 
media, and people of the United States to 
observe this week with appropriate pro- 
grams and activities. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of July, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:02 p.m., July 27, 1989] 
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Proclamation 6001—National Week of 
Recognition and Remembrance for 
_— Who Served in the Korean War, 
1 


July 26, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


In 1950, at the beginning of the post- 
World War II economic boom, America sud- 
denly found itself engaged in another war. 
This time the enemy was communism, and 
the battlefield was Korea. America’s men 
and women in uniform left their mark in 
history once again and added another litany 
of unfamiliar names to the list of places 
where Americans have fought and died to 
defend freedom—names like Pork Chop 
Hill, Inchon, and the Pusan Perimeter. 

When the communist army of North 
Korea invaded and attacked the Republic of 
Korea to the south, it was the beginning of 
an armed hostility that would eventually in- 
volve 21 nations and continue for more 
than 3 years. Taking the lead in attempting 
to restore freedom and independence to 
the people of Korea was the United States 
of America. 

In order to reclaim the territorial integri- 
ty of South Korea, a United Nations com- 
mand was created with the United States 
serving as the executive agent. Twenty 
other member nations provided military 
contingents to serve under the United Na- 
tions banner. 

The United States’ deep commitment to 
freedom was demonstrated by the number 
of Americans who served and sacrificed in 
this bloody conflict. Over 5,700,000 Ameri- 
can service men and women were involved 
directly or indirectly in the war; 54,246 
Americans made the supreme sacrifice, 
dying so that others might be free. Over 
100,000 were wounded, and still thousands 
of others were captured and endured star- 
vation, disease, and physical and psychologi- 
cal torture. 

Although the Korean War has been 
known as America’s “Forgotten War,” those 
who served have never forgotten, and our 
Nation must never forget the great price 
these men and women paid for the cause of 
liberty and the right of self-determination. 


Soon a magnificent monument will be 
raised on the grounds of the Mall in Wash- 
ington. The 38 figures that will march si- 
lently for all eternity across that panorama 
will honor, in eloquent fashion, all who 
served in the Korean War. 

In respect, gratitude, and recognition of 
those Americans who served in the Armed 
Forces during the Korean War, the Con- 
gress, by Senate Joint Resolution 85, has 
designated the week beginning July 24, 
1989, as “National Week of Recognition and 
Remembrance for Those Who Served in the 
Korean War” and has authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this occasion. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning July 
24, 1989, as National Week of Recognition 
and Remembrance for Those Who Served 
in the Korean War. I urge the press, radio, 
television, and all information media to ob- 
serve the week with appropriate ceremo- 
nies and activities. Further, I direct all de- 
partments and agencies of the United States 
and urge interested organizations, groups, 
and individuals to fly the American flag at 
half-staff on July 27, 1989, in honor of those 
Americans who died as a result of their 
service in Korea. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of July, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:03 p.m., July 27, 1989] 


Nomination of Cindy S. Daub To Be a 
Commissioner of the Copyright Royalty 
Tribunal 


July 26, 1989 
The President announced his intention to 


nominate Cindy Shinga Daub to be a Com- 
missioner of the Copyright Royalty Tribunal 
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for a term of 7 years from September 27, 
1989. She would succeed Edward W. Ray. 

Since 1988 Ms. Daub has been national 
director of the Asian-Americans for Bush/ 
Quayle ’88 in Washington, DC. Prior to this, 
she served in several capacities at the De- 
partment of Health and Human Services, 
including Director of the Office of Private 
Sector Initiatives, 1986-1987; policy coordi- 
nator in the Office of the Secretary, 1986; 
and Special Assistant to the Secretary, 
1985-1986. Ms. Daub was a columnist for 
the Sun newspaper, 1980-1984. She was an 
administrative assistant in the chief of engi- 
neering division for InterNorth, Inc., 1968- 
1970, and a language instructor at the Uni- 
versity of Maryland Overseas Program in 
Seoul, Korea, 1966-1967. 

Ms. Daub graduated from Ewha Women’s 
University in Seoul, Korea (B.A., 1965). She 
resides in McLean, VA. 


Statement on Signing a Bill Approving 
Diplomatic Relations With the 
Marshall Islands and Micronesia 


July 26, 1989 


I take great pleasure in signing into law 
H.R. 2214, which approves diplomatic rela- 
tions agreements with the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands and the Federated States of 


Micronesia. Since 1986, these countries 
have been our partners in free association. 
Our ties to them go back to the last world 
war when American forces liberated their 
islands in some of the bloodiest fighting of 
the Pacific campaign. We administered the 
islands as part of a United Nations trustee- 
ship until late 1986. 

Under the agreements now approved, our 
current representative offices in Majuro, 
the Marshall Islands, and in Kolonia, Micro- 
nesia, will become full-fledged embassies 
with resident American ambassadors. The 
same welcome transformation will occur 
here in Washington, and our diplomatic 
community will be enlarged by the addition 
of ambassadors from the Marshall Islands 
and Micronesia. This change will portray ac- 
curately the nature of our relationship with 
these countries under the Compact of Free 
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Association, the treaty linking our nations in 
a special partnership. 

I would like to recognize the contribu- 
tions of all those who labored to negotiate 
and conclude these two agreements. The 
one person who deserves special mention is 
Representative Bob Lagomarsino of Califor- 
nia, who introduced this bill into the House 
and who has been a tireless supporter of the 
American position in the Pacific. I will also 
pay tribute to Their Excellencies Wilfred 
Kendall of the Marshall Islands and Jesse 
Marehalau of Micronesia. With the entry 
into force of the agreements, let me be the 
first to address them as Ambassador Kendall 
and Ambassador Marehalau. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
July 26, 1989. 


Note: H.R. 2214, approved July 26, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 101-62. This state- 
ment was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on July 27. 


Remarks to Representatives of the 
Future Farmers of America 


July 27, 1989 


I want to apologize for keeping you wait- 
ing. I’m blaming your six national officers— 
[laughter|—putting the blame squarely on 
them. It doesn’t deserve to be there, but 
they gave me a warm greeting outside on 
your behalf—a lovely plaque that I will 
treasure. And I see them here, and I want 
to say thank you publicly. 

I want to salute my two able assistants 
and friends up here on the platform, both 
of whom are not only experts in agriculture 
but both of whom are shaping the destiny 
of our country in terms of agricultural 
policy. Cooper Evans, a former Member of 
the United States Congress, son of lowa— 
former Congressman from Iowa here in the 
White House on ag policy. And then Fred 
McClure, whom I'll refer to in a bit, but 
whose job is working with Congress as we 
try to move certain kinds of legislation 
through the Congress itself. 
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But I’m just delighted to welcome you to 
the White House. Thirty years ago this very 
week, President Eisenhower told the FFA, 
“T always get a kick out of meeting with a 
bunch of young people.” Well, today, with 
apologies to Cole Porter, let me say, “I get 
a kick out of you.” And I’m delighted 
you're here, and I remember the warm hos- 
pitality a year ago at Kansas City—modest 
turnout of about 24,000, but nevertheless— 
[laughter]. ’'m delighted to see Tony and 
Larry once again, to be among so many 
new friends, no longer just the Future 
Farmers of America, as impressive as that 
is, now also the future leaders of America. 

And 2 days ago, I guess it was—did you 
talk 2 days ago; I want to be sure of my 
facts—Fred McClure, who handles, as I say, 
congressional liaison, talked to you all. Per- 
haps he didn’t sing his own praises as a 
former national secretary and head of the 
Texas FFA. Like all Texans, he loves our 
State’s memorable phrases. You know what 
we call catfishP Tourist trout. [Laughter] 
And we don’t refer to animals as animals. 
The saying goes: They’re critters, if they are 
friendly, and they are varmints, if they’re 
not. [Laughter] And on and on it goes. 

But whether you’re from Texas or not, 
we know what to call the FFA. We call it 
America at her best, America at her most 
generous, an America embodied by your 
motto: Learning to do, doing to learn; earn- 
ing to live, and then living to serve. And 
these guys were telling me, in a nice pres- 
entation of this plaque, the emphasis on 
service. And I think it is appropriate, 
whether you’re in FFA or whether you’re 
President of the United States of America. 

And last month I announced what we call 
a Point of Light Initiative, which asks every 
American to bring this service into every 
corner of our country. And today I want to 
renew that challenge. And I know that you 
will meet it. For since 1926, FFA has done 
much and served many. And you have been 
a point of light, and today you're still shin- 
ing—all 50 States, nearly 8,000 chapters, 
more than 400,000 members. And you 
serve through faith in God, strength of 
character, and through the belief in family, 
which makes us whole. And you now that 
what we are matters more than what we 
have—working with your minds, your 
hands, as farmers and as Americans. 


And now, I know you like to spread the 
credit around. After all, that’s rural Ameri- 
ca’s way: modest and understated. And I’m 
reminded of how a noted comedian once 
bought a chicken farm. A friend was aston- 
ished. “Do you know anything about breed- 
ing chickens?” he asked. “No,” the comedi- 
an replied, “but the chickens do.” [Laugh- 
ter] And the thing is—I’m going to divert 
from my text to tell you one of President 
Reagan’s favorite stories about the guy driv- 
ing down about 50 miles an hour down the 
highway. And he sees a chicken run by the 
car, speeding on past him. “My golly,” he 
said, “that chicken looked like it had three 
legs.” So, he pulled into the—screeched— 
the chicken dashed into the farm, and the 
guy screeched on the brakes, turned into 
the farm, said to the farmer, “I thought I 
saw a three-legged chicken run by my car a 
minute ago.” And the farmer said, “Well, 
yeah, we breed three-legged chickens. You 
see, there’s me, my wife, and our kid here, 
and we all like drumsticks. And it’s wonder- 
ful.” [Laughter] He said, “Well, how do 
they taste?” He said, “Well, I don’t know. 
I’ve never been able to catch him.” [Laugh- 
ter | 

But anyway, where were we? No, but se- 
riously, the credit does belong to you and to 
your parents. This family matters. Two 
years ago—it was two years; I thought it 
was just last year—the Kansas City conven- 
tion, the theme, “Agriculture’s New Spirit.” 
I do remember that. And today, thanks to 
the hard work and self-reliance, now that 
spirit is still alive and well. Do you want 
evidence? Consider that only 4 years ago, 
the Congress passed a pioneering farm bill 
to help a whole community in crisis. And 
yet this year, farm income and agricultural 
exports are nearing record highs. Our sur- 
pluses of farm commodities have been dras- 
tically reduced and most of our good land 
has been brought back into production. And 
the farm credit situation has greatly im- 
proved over the last decade. 

This progress has occurred while cutting 
the cost of Federal farm programs in half. 
For when the farm economy is strong and 
government has to pay less, all America 
benefits. You have told government to tear 
down the roadblocks of tariffs and trade 
barriers. And that the wave of the future 
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lies in competition and free enterprise. And 
given agriculture’s commitment to these 
principles, I had an opportunity to take that 
message to the leaders of Western Europe, 
our close allies there, just a couple of weeks 
ago in Paris. 

Our task now is to build upon that spirit, 
the spirit of “America can,” not “Washing- 
ton must.” And we don’t want government 
to spend more: We want people to earn 
more. And we must remember that next 
year when we write a new farm bill, these 
principles must be kept in mind, ensuring 
the many good features of the 1985 act and, 
at the same time, making what I think we 
all would agree are needed improvements. 

You know, Will Rogers once said: “A man 
in the country does his own thinking, but 
you get him into town and he soon will be 
thinking secondhanded.” Well, our new 
farm bill must be evenhanded, levelheaded. 
And in response to market forces, produc- 
ers must have more flexibility to decide 
what crops they grow. And regarding agri- 
culture and the environment, we must see 
these concerns as compatible. Both, for ex- 
ample, need clean, safe, and quality water. 
But we can’t stop there. For we must work 
to expand efforts. And the key to that 
achievement is the current round of these 
GATT [General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade] talks. And, yes, we want free trade, 
but we will keep insisting that it be fair 
trade. And that’s why, like the Walls of Jeri- 
cho, these barriers which distort world 
trade must come tumbling down. 

As you well know from your studies and 
real-life experiences, ours is a global econo- 
my now. And America must be able to com- 
pete. And that means, as our relations im- 
prove, expanding our ties with the Soviet 
Union, already the third-largest customer 
for U.S. agricultural commodities, and en- 
larging our trade with other countries who 
know and need the farming genius of 
America. At home, the need to compete 
means developing new crops and uses for 
agricultural commodities as raw materials 
for industry. And for you, our global econo- 
my means there has never been a better 
place nor more crucial time to start a 
career than in America today. 

I’m sure all of you have read or been 
exposed to, and most read in school, Carl 
Sandburg. He was America’s poet laureate, 
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a graceful, lyric writer. And he spoke beau- 
tifully and movingly about American agri- 
culture and about the vast horizons and 
beauty that form the heartland of our coun- 
try. Once he said simply: “The Republic is a 
dream. Nothing happens unless first a 
dream.” And your dreams are big dreams: 
future farmers who will feed the whole 
world of tomorrow, future leaders whose 
character and commitment will enrich 
America’s destiny not merely for your gen- 
eration but for all the generations to come. 

So, I came over here to thank you for 
coming to Washington, and may your 
dreams become a reality. God bless you, 
and Godspeed to the Future Farmers of 
America, and most of all, God bless the 
United States of America. Thank you all 
very, very much for coming. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:09 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to 
Cooper Evans, Special Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for Agricultural Trade and Food As- 
sistance; Frederick D. McClure, Assistant to 
the President for Legislative Affairs; and 
Tony Hoyt and Larry Case, program spe- 
cialist and national adviser of the Future 
Farmers of America, respectively. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters During a 
Meeting With Washington, DC, Police 
Chief Maurice Turner 


July 27, 1989 


Maurice Turner’s Party Affiliation 


The President. 1 just want to take this 
opportunity to welcome Chief Turner, 
whom I’ve known as a friend for several 
years, into the Republican Party. This is a 
significant switch. The man has been a life- 
long Democrat, but he made a principled 
decision based on what he feels is the best 
answer to helping solve the problems of 
urban America. And I think we share the 
same family values that unite our party and 
with the Chief himself. I feel very good 
about this day. I think it’s a major step for 
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our party as we try to broaden it out and 
have the broadest possible appeal. And so, 
welcome. 

Mr. Turner. 1 thank you very much, Mr. 
President. It’s an honor to be here, and I 
will hopefully add something to some of the 
problems—especially the drug problems 
that we’re having in this city and in most 
urban areas of the country. 

The President. Well, I know we'd be 
working with you anyway, but Bill Bennett, 
who I’m sure will be as enthusiastic about 
this and having you as close in as possible 
with your day-to-day experience in fighting 
drugs. And I think this is a very good move. 
But anyway, in any event, welcome. 

Mr. Turner. Thank you again, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

Q. You going to be running for mayor, 
Chief? 

Mr. Turner. No, right now I’m just be- 
coming a member of the Republican Party. 
I’m not running for mayor at this time. 

Q. Have you given the job any consider- 
ation? 


Jesse Jackson 


Q. Mr. President, do you have some 
advice for Jesse Jackson if he wants to run 
for mayor of the District? Would you like to 
get involved in that? 

The President. 1 gave Jesse my advice all 
last year—[/aughter|—all during the cam- 
paign, in a gentle, kind way. And I might 
note, he gave me plenty, too—and still is. 

Q. Mr. President, since this seems to be 
sort of a question op—— 

The President. Yes, this is a limited photo- 
op, in which we will permit four questions. 


Espionage Case of Felix S. Bloch 


Q. There has been some discussion that 
maybe the Felix Bloch case has shown up 
some need for change in our counterintelli- 
gence capabilities and that maybe even in 
the defense bill some think you could go 
into putting more money into changing or 
tightening embassy security and whatnot. I 
just wanted to know if you think that there 
is a need for such change. 

The President. Well, I ran the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the entire intelli- 
gence community for a year, and you are 
always concerned about people who are 
willing to betray their country. And I will 


say on this case, it’s allegation at this junc- 
ture, and it’s being investigated. I will also 
point out that it is the counterintelligence 
capability of our country that at least is 
bringing some of the facts to light so far. 
But the question is: Can we improve coun- 
terintelligence? We always want to be striv- 
ing to do that. Can Embassy security be 
improved? We go through this periodically, 
and the answer is, I’m sure it can. Nobody 
is sanguine. And even back then I was unre- 
laxed about moles or spies or people that 
would betray our country by dealing with 
the Soviets in this regard. But again, I want 
to be very clear: I am not passing judgment 
on this case which is under investigation. 

Q. Are they going to be able to charge 
Mr. Bloch? 

The President. As I say, this matter is 
under investigation, and I can add nothing 
more. 

Third question. One to go. 


Eastern-Bloc Reforms 


Q. Mr. President, on another subject, are 
you at all concerned about the problems 
Mr. Gorbachev is having in the Soviet 
Union: his ability to push reform and East 
Europe might be in jeopardy? 

The President. I don’t think the economic 
reform and political change taking place in 
Eastern Europe is in jeopardy. As you 
know, I have said time and again, and Ill 
repeat it here, we want perestroika and 
reform to succeed. And I think it might be 
somewhat inappropriate to comment on 
every problem inside the Soviet Union that 
Mr. Gorbachev is facing in this time of 
enormous change. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:32 a.m. in 
the Oval Office of the White House. Felix 
Bloch is a State Department official sus- 
pected of espionage. 


Continuation of Dallas L. Peck as 
Director of the Geological Survey 


July 27, 1989 


The President today announced that 
Dallas Lynn Peck will continue to serve as 


Director of the Geological Survey, Depart- 


1167 





July 27 / Administration of George Bush, 1989 


ment of the Interior. He was appointed on 
September 19, 1981. 

Since 1981 Dr. Peck has served as the 
Director of the Geological Survey. Prior to 
this, he was Chief Geologist at the Geologi- 
cal Survey, 1977-1981, and a geologist with 
the same organization, 1954-1977. Dr. Peck 
was head of the delegation to the Interna- 
tional Geological Congress in Moscow, 
U.S.S.R., 1984; U.S. delegate to the Assem- 
bly in Durham, England, of the Internation- 
al Association of Volcanology and Chemistry 
of the Earth’s Interior, 1977; and a delegate 
to Moscow, U.S.S.R., as a member of the 
U.S./U.S.S.R. Joint Commission on Scientific 
and Technical Cooperation, 1972. He is the 
current chairman for the Committee on 
Earth Sciences and has held this position 
since 1987. 

Dr. Peck graduated from the California 
Institute of Technology (B.S., 1951; MS., 
1953) and Harvard University (Ph.D., 1960). 
He was born March 28, 1929, in Cheney, 
WA. Dr. Peck resides in Virginia. 


Nomination of Pamela Talkin To Be a 
Member of the Federal Labor Relations 
Authority 


July 27, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Pamela Talkin to be a 
member of the Federal Labor Relations Au- 
thority for a term of 5 years expiring July 1, 
1990. She would succeed Henry Bowen 
Frazier III. 

Since 1986 Ms. Talkin has been Chief of 
Staff for the Equal Employment Opportuni- 
ty Commission in Washington, DC. Prior to 
this, she was Assistant Regional Director for 
the National Labor Relations Board, Region 
20 in San Francisco, CA, 1984-1986. She 
was Special Assistant to the Commissioner 
of the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, 1984-1985; supervisory com- 
pliance officer for the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, Region 20, 1981-1983; national 
president for the National Labor Relations 
Board Union, 1977-1981; and labor-man- 
agement relations examiner for the Nation- 
al Labor Relations Board, Region 20, 1973- 
1981. 
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Ms. Talkin graduated from City of New 
York, Brooklyn College (B.A., 1968; M.A., 
1971). She currently resides in Washington, 
DC. 


Appointment of Justin W. Dart, Jr., as 
Chairman of the President’s Committee 
on Employment of People With 
Disabilities 

July 27, 1989 


The President today announced his deci- 
sion to appoint Justin W. Dart, Jr., to be 
Chairman of the President’s Committee on 
Employment of People With Disabilities. 
He would succeed Harold Russell. 

Currently, Mr. Dart is chairperson of the 
Congressional Task Force on the Rights and 
Empowerment of Americans With Disabil- 
ities and member of the National Council 
on the Handicapped, 1988 to present. Prior 
to this, he was founder and chief executive 
officer of Japan Tupperware, Ltd. Mr. Dart 
has served as Commissioner of the Rehabili- 
tation Services Administration, 1986-1987; 
member and vice chairperson of the Na- 
tional Council on the Handicapped, 1983- 
1986; member and chairperson of the Texas 
Governor’s Committee for Persons with 
Disabilities, 1980-1985; and chairperson of 
the Governor’s Long Range Planning 
Group for Texans with Disabilities, 1982- 
1984. 

Mr. Dart graduated from the University 
of Houston (B.S., 1953). He was born in Chi- 
cago, IL, in 1930. Mr. Dart is married and 
resides in Washington, DC. 


Executive Order 12684—Conforming 
the Central Intelligence Agency and 
Civil Service Retirement and Disability 
Systems 


July 27, 1989 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and laws of 
the United States of America, including sec- 
tion 292 of the Central Intelligence Agency 
Retirement Act of 1964 for Certain Em- 
ployees, as amended (50 U.S.C. 403 note) 
(the “Act”), and in order to conform the 
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Central Intelligence Agency Retirement 
and Disability System to certain amend- 
ments to the Civil Service Retirement and 
Disability System, it is hereby ordered as 
follows: 

Section I. The Director of Central Intelli- 
gence shall maintain the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency Retirement and Disability 
System in accordance with the following 
principles: 

(a) In computing an annuity for an em- 
ployee whose service includes service on a 
part-time basis performed on or after April 
7, 1986, such service, other than service 
subject to the Federal Employees Retire- 
ment System, shall be computed as follows: 

(1) the average pay of the employee, to 
the extent that it includes pay for service 
performed in any position on a part-time 
basis, shall be determined by using the 
annual rate of basic pay that would be pay- 
able for full-time service in the position; 
and 

(2) the benefit so computed shall then be 
multiplied by a fraction equal to the ratio 
that the employee’s actual service, as deter- 
mined by prorating an employee’s total 
service to reflect the service that was per- 
formed on a part-time basis, bears to the 
total service that would be creditable for 
the employee if all of the service had been 
performed on a full-time basis. 

(b) The provision of section 221(b\3\C) of 
the Act regarding the termination of annu- 
ity to surviving spouses due to remarriage 
prior to age 60 shall hereafter be adminis- 
tered by the Central Intelligence Agency 
by substituting age 55 in lieu of age 60. 

(c) The provisions of section 221(g\1) of 
the Act regarding the remarriage of surviv- 
ing spouses before, on, and after age 60 
shall hereafter be administered by the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency by substituting age 
55 in lieu of age 60. 

Sec. 2. Section l(a) of this order shall be 
given retroactive effect to April 7, 1986. 
Section 1(b) and (c) of this order shall be 
effective on the date of signature. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
July 27, 1989. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:53 a.m., July 28, 1989) 


The President’s News Conference 
July 28, 1989 


Representative Tommy F. Robinson’s 
Party Affiliation 


The President. Well, in the past 7 months, 
many distinguished Americans serving in 
congressional, State, and local offices across 
this country have decided to change their 
party allegiance from Democrat to Republi- 
can. Men and women of great diversity, but 
they’re united by a deep devotion to this 
nation’s traditional values, to building an 
economy that provides growth and opportu- 
nity, and to ensuring that America stands 
for peace with freedom in every corner of 
the globe. They represent a growing 
ground swell of support, a new majority 
that sees the Republican Party—our grand 
old party, the grand new party—as_ best 
able to lead a strong American through the 
decade of the nineties into the new millen- 
nium. 

And so, it is a great privilege for me to 
welcome to the Republican Party a man 
who stands by the faith of his principles and 
has helped keep America free: Arkansas 
Representative Tommy Robinson, a man of 
exceptional caliber. Tommy Robinson is a 
man of the people, a man who believes in 
straight talk, hard work, and getting the job 
done: rebuilding our defenses, standing up 
for veterans, for small business, and fighting 
the war on drugs. So, Tommy, welcome to 
our party. 

Representative Robinson. Ym on the 
wrong side. The Democrat—he looks to his 
left. [Laughter] 

The President. Well, I should—my wel- 
come—your party, the Republican Party— 
we look forward to working with you. And 
I’m going to ask the Congressman to say a 
few words, and then both he and I will 
respond to some questions. I might wel- 
come my old colleagues, [Representatives] 
John Paul Hammerschmidt here and Guy 
Vander Jagt—two classmates of mine in the 
Congress who feel as enthusiastic about this 
as I do. And also, of course, our party chair- 
man [H. Lee Atwater]. 

All yours. 

Representative Robinson. Thank you, 
Mr. President, for your kind words of wel- 
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come to the Republican Party. I am grateful 
for your confidence and support. I look for- 
ward to working closely with you in build- 
ing an even stronger America in Arkansas. 

Public service has been the cornerstone 
of my life. I have served at the local, 
county, State, and Federal levels for the 
past 30 years. I chose a life of public service 
because my parents taught me that if you 
work for the government, you work for the 
people, you serve people. My parents raised 
me in the tradition of Harry Truman: 
lunch-bucket Democrats and patriotism 
without apology. 

But today, to best serve the people of 
Arkansas and to stay true to the values of 
my family and an ever-increasing number 
of Arkansans, I can no longer be a member 
of the national Democratic Party. This is a 
very personal, private decision. It has been 
long in coming, because frankly, I hoped 
that the national Democratic Party would 
come back home and once again be in 
touch with the mainstream of the American 
people. 

But even after losing five of the last six 
Presidential elections both nationwide and 
in Arkansas, the leadership of the national 
Democratic Party still is unwilling to listen 
to the majority of the American people. If I 
am to meet the needs of my people, I 
simply cannot wait any longer for the liber- 
al leadership of the Democratic Party to see 
the light. The hard fact is that there is and 
will be no room for conservative Southern 
Democrats in today’s national Democratic 
Party. Now my conscience is clear. I have 
made my decision. I am excited about our 
new partnership with President Bush. I 
know it will be good for the future of all 
the people of Arkansas. 

Mr. President, I am proud to stand with 
you and the Republican Party, knowing we 
share the common goal of getting the job 
done for America and Arkansas. I am, as are 
most people in my State, impressed with 
the philosophy and the practical solutions 
you are presenting. I, too, believe in less 
government, not more. I, too, believe that 
we must first seek government efficiency 
and cut government waste before asking 
the American taxpayers to pay even more. 
I, too, believe that we must dramatically 
improve our educational institutions if we 
are to compete in the modern world. I, too, 
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believe in the strong defense policy which 
has finally forced the Soviets to real negoti- 
ations. Mr. President, peace through 
strength is once again a proven concept. 
And I, too, believe in preserving the tradi- 
tional family values that must be the moral 
backbone of the Nation. 

Mr. President, today I am translating our 
shared beliefs into positive action by joining 
the Republican Party. I am enthusiastic 
about working with you. I know that my 
optimism about what this new partnership 
will mean for all the people of Arkansas is 
fully warranted. 

Thank you, Mr. President. We in Arkan- 
sas are proud of you. 

The President. Thank you, Tommy. 

Now, I'll be glad to take questions, and I 
expect the Congressman will, so address 
them as you will. But we should start off 
with the AP [Associated Press], I think, 
today. 


Defense Budget 


Q. Mr. President, the House has just 
turned your Pentagon spending priorities 
inside out, and it’s leaving a shambles that 
Congressman Aspin [chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee] says is a Mi- 
chael Dukakis defense bill. What movement 
are you willing to make to turn it back to a 
George Bush defense bill? And I have a 
followup. 

The President. Put a lot of emphasis on 
the Senate. Work with people like Chair- 
man Aspin, who does not want to see the 
defense bill gutted. And I think that we will 
prevail for most of what we want. We have 
a strategic concept, and what I need is a 
strong SDI [Strategic Defense Initiative] 
program, a strong B-2 program. We’re 
doing reasonably well on many of our con- 
ventional allocations there. 

But I do not want to negotiate with the 
Soviet Union without as many cards in my 
hand as possible, so there’s an arms control 
dimension to what we’re talking about, too. 
But we’ve sent up a solid strategic program. 
I’m disappointed that the House did what 
they did. We have a Defense Secretary who 
has made some tough cuts and set, some 
priorities and done that which many have 
failed to do, and that is to cut out some 
systems. But then the House, regrettably, is 
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looking at it more narrowly than I am; and 
they have restored some of the very things 
that the Secretary of Defense and the Joint 
Chiefs felt that we could get along without. 
In fact, I see that they’re even talking about 
trying to keep open some of the bases that 
we have suggested be closed, and it’s not 
easy to close a base. So, I want to get sup- 
port across the board in the Congress for 
our defense program. And yesterday was 
not the House’s most memorable moment, 
but we’re going to keep fighting on for 
what we believe in. 

Q. You said that you think you can get 
most of what you want. Would you be will- 
ing to scale back on SDI, for example, to 
win back some money for the Stealth 
bomber, which you say is so critical? 

The President. 1 will point out to the 
American people that SDI has already been 
cut in our own setting of priorities. We 
didn’t want to do it. It was a tough decision 
for Secretary Cheney to make. I approved 
the decision. And we don’t need further 
cuts in SDI. 

Helen [Helen Thomas, 
International]? 


United Press 


Savings and Loan and Flag Desecration 
Legislation 

Q. Mr. President, in the veto department, 
will you veto the S&L bill if a portion of the 
bailout is on the budget? And will you veto 
the flag desecration bill? 

The President. It won’t come to vetoing 
the S&L because we have 40-plus votes in 
the Senate that staying firm will see our 
proposal prevail. The House, as you know, 
has disagreed with us; but I’m confident 
that we will do all right on that one. I 
worry about bending and breaking the 
Gramm-Rudman limits, and I think it would 
send a very bad sign to international mar- 
kets. So, I don’t think there’s a problem 
there. 

And on this other one, different people 
have different ways of expressing their out- 
rage about the desecration of the flag. It’s 
very interesting to see a ground swell of 
support for the principle of protecting the 
American flag. And so, I will see what 
comes down here, but I will continue to 
push for the approach that I think is the 
best, given the Supreme Court decision. 

Q. It sounds like you might sign it. 


The President. Didn’t say that. 
Relations With Congress 


Q. Mr. President, you have courted Mem- 
bers of Congress individually and collective- 
ly quite assiduously. You’ve been gentle in 
your criticism of them when things have 
not gone your way. You have been so again 
here today. In light of what is happening up 
there to these defense priorities and in light 
of what I think many Members of Congress 
would acknowledge is a lot of parochial pol- 
itics being played with that bill, do you 
think it may now be time for some stronger 
medicine from youP 

The President. Well, if 1 could think of a 
medicine that would cure the ill, I would 
certainly apply it, because I’m not sure 
name-calling or questioning somebody’s mo- 
tives—sometimes happens on the Hill, ques- 
tioning my motives. Helen just asked about 
the flag. But I don’t know that that’s the 
approach that’s going to be _ successful. 
We're going to keep working with the Con- 
gress, but—here’s Tommy Robinson, here’s 
a good time to say, with the underpinning 
of the principles that I was elected on. And 
we're going to keep doing that. I’m not sure 
I need to get into the name-calling. We'd 
be out here all day if I said what I felt on 
that. 

Q. Are you not concerned, sir, that this 
affable approach to this sort of thing will 
make you appear weak? 

The President. No, I’m not concerned at 
all. We have a Democratic majority in the 
Senate, a Democratic majority in the 
House. I have to work with these people. I 
will work with these people. I’ve never 
been too hot at being a name-caller. And I 
think they know the principles upon which 
I stand, and I think we’re going to prevail. 
And I am going to keep working for what I 
believe in. But it’s a question of style, I 
think, but I'll take a shot at them once in a 
while if they get too outrageous. 


Israeli Kidnaping in Lebanon 


Q. I wondered about your reaction to the 
Israeli kidnaping this morning of Hizballah 
[radical Shi'ite group operating in Lebanon] 
leader Obeid, and whether you think that 
improves chances now for getting back 
Colonel Higgins or any of the other Ameri- 
can hostages. 
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The President. Well, I don’t know be- 
cause the freeing of Colonel Higgins is very 
much on my mind, and the freeing of the 
other hostages is. I can’t tell you, Jackie 
[Jacqueline Adams, CBS News], whether I 
think these two things can interact, the kid- 
naping and perhaps the subsequent release 
of this man, whether that will benefit the 
Higgins case or not. I just don’t know. 

Q. Have you been in touch with the Is- 
raelis about the kidnaping, and do you ap- 
prove of that? 

The President. Well, I know that our 
people will be in touch. This just happened. 
I haven’t, personally. 


Assistant Attorney General-Designate 
Lucas 


Q. Mr. President, during the John Tower 
[Defense Secretary nominee] controversy, 
you spoke out strongly and often in his de- 
fense. Right now, your nominee for Assist- 
ant Attorney General for Civil Rights, Wil- 
liam Lucas, is under fire on the Hill, yet we 
haven’t heard from you on the subject. 

The President. You just haven’t been lis- 
tening or reading because—let me use this 
occasion—I’m glad you raised it. I strongly 
support Bill Lucas. I am convinced that 
much—not all—that much of the criticism 
of him is pure gut American politics. And it 
started long before day one of the hearings. 
And here’s a man that served as a Demo- 
crat, was widely respected, switched to the 
Republican Party, and then people piled on 
to a fare-thee-well. And he has my confi- 
dence, and I’m glad you gave me this op- 
portunity to express that confidence more 
publicly. 

But let the record show I’ve made phone 
calls for him. We had an interview with 
Owen Ullman [Knight-Ridder Newspapers] 
here and others—sorry, Ellen—{laughter|— 
the other day on this subject. And so, I feel 
strongly about it. And I told Bill last night— 
he was over at the house for dinner here— 
and I told him, I am staying with you 100 
— and it’s going to be right there and 
solid. 


Israeli Kidnaping in Lebanon 


Q. Mr. President, back on the Israeli kid- 
naping. Does this help the cause of peace in 
the Middle East, particularly at a time 
when there seems to be a lot of behind-the- 
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scenes activity with the PLO and the Israe- 
lis, passing messages in various ways? 

The President. 1 don’t think kidnaping 
and violence helps the cause of peace. 


High-Technology Exports 


Q. Mr. President, recently your Secretary 
of Commerce [Robert A. Mosbacher] an- 
nounced that we would sell computers to 
the Soviet Union. We hadn’t sold them 
before—and which drew a protest from 
Secretary Cheney. In light of the Felix 
Bloch case and the new allegations of possi- 
ble spying, do you think it’s time to begin 
relaxing our controls on technology? 

The President. | don’t want to send tech- 
nology to the Soviet Union that will en- 
hance their military capabilities. And we 
did have a difference inside the administra- 
tion on this question. I’m confident that, 
after having looked at it subsequent to Sec- 
retary Mosbacher’s decision, that this will 
not enhance the technological—or won’t— 
put it this way, that this will not endanger 
the legitimate national security needs of 
this country. 

So, we have had a difference on it. I’ve 
talked to both Cheney and Mosbacher. I 
don’t see any connection, however, to the 
allegations against Mr. Bloch. 


Espionage Case of Felix S. Bloch 


Q. Sir, how concerned are you that the 
Bloch case will actually endanger national 
security? And can you give us any indica- 
tion how long this has been going on, 
whether it’s been a year or—— 

The President. 1 can’t give you the facts 
on it. I don’t want to go into it while it is 
being under investigation. I am very dis- 
turbed about the premature discussion and 
disclosure—that means  leaks—on _ this 
matter because I think you can jeopardize 
the case itself and perhaps the man’s ability 
to get a fair hearing. So, I am troubled by it, 
but I can’t really help you on the facts on 
the matter. 


Relations With Congress 


Q. I'd like to continue with this kinder, 
gentler theme for a moment. You’ve tried 
this with Congress for the entire 6 months 
you've been in office, yet your crime bill 
has failed; your defense bill appears to have 
been savaged; your nominee for the civil 
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rights post, whom you say is qualified, is 
being given a rough ride, to say the least; 
and the S&L bill you have great concerns 
about. How would you rate your own legis- 
lative success in your first 6 months? 

The President. I'd be rating the Congress, 
wouldn’t I, if I rated the legislative success; 
and I wouldn’t give it very high marks. I 
sent a savings and loan bill up there, and 
it’s been there for—how many days? Since 
February 23d. And I challenged the Con- 
gress to get something done in 60 days, and 
it wasn’t done. So, in not going after people 
in a very personal way, attacking some Con- 
gressman or Senator with whom I differ, 
that does not mean I’m happy or relaxed 
about the legislative calendar and the per- 
formance on legislation. I am concerned 
about it. 

Every day the savings and loan sits out 
there unsolved, it’s costing the American 
taxpayer—some estimates go from $10 mil- 
lion to $30 million a day. I'll take the fault, 
responsibility, when we’re slow getting leg- 
islation up. We’ve been criticized, and I 
think properly so, on a couple of subjects— 
not getting the legislation there on time. 
But on this one, I think the Congress has 
taken too long to resolve the matter. And 
there are others. The defense budget’s not a 
question of timing so much as it is the mix 
on our strategic system. So, I would not 
give Congress very high marks on doing 
what I want done on legislation. Putting 
their spin on it, why, that’s something else. 

Q. Do you think this is just a harbinger of 
things to come—a Republican President 
working with this Democratic Congress, 
converts notwithstanding? 

The President. Nobody ever said it would 
be easy in this department. 


Capital Gains Tax 


Q. On a related matter, there are some 
fairly intense negotiations on your capital 
gains tax cut proposal going on right now. 
Are you willing to accept some kind of an 
index on the capital gains rather than the 
cut you’ve asked for as an alternate that 
might be more acceptable to Democrats? 

The President. Look, what I want to do is 
see capital income at different rates. I want 
what’s known as the differential. And so, 
let’s see what can be worked out. If there is 
some compromise that can spur investment, 


spur jobs, increase employment because of 
new jobs starting up, I'd be interested in it. 
And so, I want to see what could be worked 
out. I don’t think I should ever say it’s got 
to be done just this way in terms of the bills 
up there in the House Ways and Means 
Committee right now. 

But I have a good sound proposal, and it 
was tested—it was one of the things, I 
think, that was clearly in focus in the cam- 
paign. And the other side, particularly the 
liberal Democrats, particularly, attacked me 
as having some kind of a tax favoring the 
rich. It’s nothing like that at all. It will stim- 
ulate jobs. It will encourage small business 
creation, and I stand for it. And if there’s 
some way that that can be achieved by 
changing the proposal I sent up there, fine, 
I’m willing to listen. 

Q. Is there a compromise in the works? 

The President. Well, there’s been some 
discussion, and I can’t tell you how far 
along it is, but there has been some discus- 
sion. I want to see something happen. I 
don’t want to fall on my sword. I want to 
see this country have more job creation, 
and that would be a part of this. And I want 
to get on with the job of balancing this 
budget eventually. 


Representative Tommy F. Robinson’s 
Party Affiliation 


Q. Mr. President, when Senator Phil 
Gramm of your adopted State resigned his 
House seat, he switched parties and re- 
signed his seat. Have you advised Congress- 
man Robinson that that would be the noble 
thing to do to see if the voters approve of 
that conversion you’ve just announced? 

The President. Well, I don’t know that he 
needs any advice from me, just like Phil 
didn’t seek any from me in that regard. But 
you can ask him the question if you want. 

Q. Congressman, do you plan to offer 
yourself for election as a Republican? 

Representative Robinson. That sounds 
like a typical Democratic question. 

Q. Awww! 

Representative Robinson. Let me say 
this, let me say this: I represent 550,000 
people in the 2d District of Arkansas— 
Democrats, Republicans, Independents, and 
people, quite frankly, that don’t care about 
any of the three above. We have no party 
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registration in Arkansas. Republicans vote 
for me, Democrats, Independents, the like. 
I am not going to resign. I am going to be a 
good Republican Congressman over the rest 
of this session of Congress and work very 
hard for President Bush. 

The President. Thank you. 

Airplane Safety 

Q. Mr. President, the airline passenger 
group would like to see the DC-10 planes 
grounded in the wake of that accident in 
Sioux City. There have been other concerns 
about hydraulic problems with planes. Are 
you concerned at all about the safety of our 
fleet, and do you have any opinion about 
the grounding of the DC-10’s? 

The President. 1 don’t have an opinion 
about the grounding, but any time there 
are accidents of this nature you are con- 
cerned. The Safety Board is doing a thor- 
ough investigation, obviously, on the flight 
coming out of Colorado. And I expect the 
Department of Transportation has taken a 
hard look at this in the light of the two 
recent happenings. But I can’t really give 
you a judgment as to whether I personally 
feel the answer at this juncture is the 
grounding of this fleet. 


Flag Burning and the First Amendment 


Q. On the flag desecration amendment, 
there was testimony to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee that, however you word it, such a 
constitutional amendment would make an 
exception for the first time in 200 years to 
the First Amendment. I wonder if you have 
any misgivings about the possibility that you 
may be weakening the First Amendment? 

The President. 1 thought about it, Saul 
[Saul Friedman, Newsday], because I don’t 
want to weaken anything. But I feel so 
strongly that a very carefully drawn amend- 
ment can solve this problem, that I don’t 
worry about it. Because I also fall back on 
the fact that the Founding Fathers did pro- 
vide for the amendment process and—but 
it’s not a—I mean, I don’t have disrespect 
for those who want to find a different 
answer. 

The thing that I think is heartening is 
that there’s a wide array of support for 
doing something about this question. People 
that have, maybe in the past, not been 
identified as I got to be over some years in 
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this department. So, I don’t question mo- 
tives on this one. But I know what I think is 
right, and I know what our attorneys have 
advised me is right, given the recent Su- 
preme Court decision. And I also would say, 
I don’t think this does violation to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. If I did, I 
wouldn’t be making this proposal. 


Capital Gains Tax 


Q. Mr. President, if I could follow on cap- 
ital gains. If the goal is to generate new 
investment in jobs, why not design the tax 
so that it only applies to new investment 
and long-term investment rather than pro- 
viding a windfall for people who already 
hold assets? 

The President. Because I think there are 
also revenue aspects of it; so when you turn 
over in accordance with this capital gains 
proposal, you’re actually going to increase 
revenues to the Federal Government, as 
happened when the Steiger amendment 
was passed. So, it’s not a revenue loser. 


Counterespionage Measures 


Q. Mr. President, without discussing the 
specifics of the Bloch case, could you tell us 
whether you would support random poly- 
graphs or some other increased security 
measures to lessen the possibility that this 
might happen in the future—that espionage 
might happen in the future? 

The President. Well, when I was head of 
the intelligence community, I supported 
the polygraph program there in CIA. I’m 
not sure that it needs to be extended to 
other agencies. I am one who is very con- 
cerned about the security implications of 
this. But polygraphing, regrettably, has 
taken on a concept of being against some- 
body’s rights, like drug testing in a sense. 
And I think it’s got to be very careful, be- 
cause you want whatever program you have 
to be effective. You don’t want to discour- 
age good people from signing up. But I 
haven’t rethought my position, if that’s the 
question, in the wake of the allegations 
against Mr. Bloch. 


War on Drugs 


Q. Customs Commissioner von Raab has 
said that the war on drugs by the Federal 
Government is a dismal failure; that the 
State Department is the Department that 
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wasn’t there, that Treasury Secretary Brady 
is disengaged and disinvolved in the war on 
drugs. I suspect I have an idea what your 
answer to that might be, but it is true that 
drug use is way up; that Congress has not 
funded the drug programs that have been 
passed in the last couple of years. What can 
you say, in light of those facts? How could 
you dispute Commissioner von Raab, if, 
indeed, you’d like to do that? 

The President. Well, I don’t see much 
reason getting into a—I want to phrase this 
very politely—{laughter|—a match of any 
kind with Willie von Raab as he leaves the 
Government. And I think he’s worked very 
hard in his field at Customs. I worked with 
him when I was on the Vice President’s 
task force that I headed up. 

Look, the answer is not to respond to 
criticism who goes after people that are 
working hard like Secretary Brady, who has 
my full confidence, but it is to do better. 
And that’s what, I’m confident, the whole 
drug plan that Bill Bennett [Director of the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy] is 
coming up will address itself to—how do we 
do better? 

You know, it’s easy to sit without a tre- 
mendous amount of experience in foreign 
affairs and say, Well, we ought to cut off 
Colombia; we ought to do no business with 
Colombia whatsoever, because an awful lot 
of this insidious stuff comes out of Colom- 
bia. The Colombian Government is trying. 
They are cooperating with us. President 
Barco is. What I think we ought to do in- 
stead of taking that kind of action is find 
ways to help him more. And I talked about 
that, incidentally, with [British Prime Minis- 
ter] Margaret Thatcher and [West German 
Chancellor] Helmut Kohl on the recent 
trip. 

But look, I can’t go into responding to the 
personal criticism. But I want to see us do 
better. We’ve got good proposals that— 
some of which we have made and some 
that are on the drawing board right now. 
And no American can be relaxed about 
where things stand. But going around as- 
signing blame to people that are trying 
hard, I don’t think that’s the answer. 

This is the last one. 


Panama 


Q. Mr. President, Noriega is still in 
charge in Panama. The GAO says the sanc- 
tions haven’t worked. Where are you going 
on Panama? What are you going to do? Are 
you going to accept the situation the way it 
isP 

The President. Well, the OAS [Organiza- 
tion of American States] meeting passed a 
resolution that offers some hope. The Amer- 
ican position is, and will remain, that Nor- 
iega has to get out. I wish I could give you a 
much clearer answer, that there is some 
plan that is going to solve this problem in 
the way it must be solved. And the way it 
must be solved is: Noriega out, and a free, 
fair election recognized or, if the Panama- 
nians decide to go with another election, 
held and recognized. But there is a great 
frustration level for me on this one. There’s 
no question about that. 

Thank you all. Ellen [Ellen Warren, 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers], are you feeling 
deprived because you thought I had point- 
ed to you, and I—go ahead, and then I'll do 
the walking exit here. [Laughter] 


Alaskan Oil Spill 


Q. Exxon says it wants to take its cleaning 
equipment and go home—the date certain. 
You said during the campaign you're an en- 
vironmentalist. Is there anything that you 
can do to convince them to finish the job? 

The President. Well, Exxon—I don’t know 
whether John’s [Sununu, Chief of Staff] 
talked to them or [Secretary of Transporta- 
tion] Sam Skinner. An awful lot has been 
done, thank heavens, on this cleanup. And 
we will stay engaged and encourage whoev- 
er it is to stay engaged until this cleanup is 
complete. The reports on fishing and some 
of these matters are quite encouraging, I 
might add. So, we'll wait and see. You 
know, the final assessment won’t be in for a 
long time. 

But I don’t want to see Exxon premature- 
ly leave the scene or prematurely fail to 
live up to the firm commitments they 
made. I heard a statement—again, it was 
only part of it—which I took to be some- 
what encouraging from an Exxon spokes- 
man who referred to taking a look, once the 
weather was agreeable again, to the kind of 
work that needs to be done. But if I had the 
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feeling Exxon was going to pull back on an 
agreement or fail to fulfill an agreement 
they’d made with us, with the Government 
or with the State of Alaska, I would be very 
much exercised about that and try my best 
to do something about it. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President’s 19th news conference 
began at 1:15 p.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 


Remarks at the Annual Meeting of the 
National League of POW/MIA 
Families and on Signing the National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day 
Proclamation 


July 28, 1989 


Well, thank you, George and Ann. And 
wasn’t that music magnificent—add to the 
occasion? And let me say to all of you that 
it’s an honor to be back with the National 
League of Families. Earlier I was reflecting 
on the magnitude of what you’ve endured 
through so many years of uncertainty. And 
despite your burdens, you brought about a 
change in our nation that will never be re- 
versed. Your organization provides us all 
with a stirring example of how citizens 
working together can help craft sound 
policy. 

And as you know, Barbara and I returned 
from Central and Eastern Europe just 2 
weeks ago. And in the faces of the brave 
workers of Gdansk and the hopeful students 
of Budapest, I saw a truth that cannot be 
denied: The democratic ideal is winning the 
hearts of people all around the world. And 
it is this ideal that we honor when we fly 
the flag. And it is for this ideal that so many 
Americans were ready when their country 
called. 

Today, we see the symbol of this commit- 
ment, the League’s POW-MIA flag, on per- 
manent display in the rotunda of our na- 
tion’s Capitol. It stands in a position of tre- 
mendous honor and it will not come down 
until we have the fullest possible account- 
ing of your missing loved ones. Your flag 
can be seen across this land, over state- 
houses and fire stations and schools and 
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military installations and stadiums, even on 
ships at sea, a stirring reminder that Ameri- 
ca’s sons are still missing. 

The ideals for which your loved ones 
fought may finally be coming to pass, the 
failure of totalitarian and repressive Com- 
munist regimes. The evidence is clear 
through recent events in China, the Soviet 
Union, and Cambodia where Vietnam ap- 
pears to finally be withdrawing its troops. 
Some of our finest young men and women 
were lost during the many long years of the 
Vietnam War. And the divisions that result- 
ed from our involvement there shook our 
country to its very core. But as tragic as the 
loss of a loved one is, even more difficult to 
endure is the uncertainty which, for you, 
has extended over so many years. And now 
we are coming to a time when the divisions 
of the Vietnam War are healing. We’ve let 
go of some of the bitterness of the past. But 
with this reconciliation comes a temptation 
to forget those who served. And yet we will 
not forget and we will never break ranks. 

My friend and predecessor, Ronald 
Reagan, had a personal commitment to de- 
termine the fates of your missing loved 
ones. And because of his commitment and 
your perseverance, the policies of this orga- 
nization are now the policies of the United 
States Government. When I sought this 
office—when I sought the Presidency, I re- 
newed President Reagan’s pledge that we 
would write no last chapters, we would 
close no books, we would put away no final 
memories until your questions about miss- 
ing and possible prisoners of war have been 
answered. 

And it is as your President that I repeat 
this pledge today. Let me simply state the 
policy of this new administration. The full- 
est possible accounting remains a matter of 
highest national priority. We will do every- 
thing that a government can to recover the 
missing and, if we discover proof of captiv- 
ity, we will take action to bring our men 
home. And so long as you must live without 
knowing the fate of your loved ones, the 
United States will insist, in the name of hu- 
manity, that the governments of Indochina 
give the fullest possible accounting. 

Frustration on this sensitive issue is totally 
understandable. And I hear those who say 
more must be done. And if more can be 
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done, then it will be. And understand this, I 
don’t counsel a timid patience, I counsel a 
bold persistence. And our persistence is 
showing some results—I should say your 
persistence. Since the government em- 
braced the goals of this organization, many 
more of you have found answers. Each 
answer has been another sad truth to learn. 
But every POW-MIA relative that I meet 
tells me that truth is preferable to the 
greater agony, that of not knowing. The 
task of learning more is daunting, but we 
can count on some powerful allies. 

First are the national veterans organiza- 
tions, those who have stood side by side 
with us through these long years. And it 
was these veteran groups, supporting you, 
which protested government indifference 
to the POW-MIA issue in earlier years, and 
their contribution has been indispensable. 
Other partners in our quest are the men 
and women in government who are dedi- 
cating their careers to learning the truth 
about our POW’s and MIA’s. These public 
servants are not uninspired bureaucrats just 
going through the motions. They have a 
deep and they have an abiding commit- 
ment to their task. This is a commitment 
shared by people in the military services, in 
the Defense Intelligence Agency, in embas- 
sies throughout the world and among those 
American pilots who bring our fallen sol- 
diers out of Hanoi to at long last come 
home. You also have many friends in both 
parties in Congress. I especially want to 
commend Bob Dole and John McCain and 
Steve Solarz and Bob Lagomarsino and Ben 
Gilman, for showing the governments of 
Indochina the strength of bipartisan con- 
gressional commitment to find answers. To 
keep this issue at the forefront, they have 
again passed resolutions establishing Nation- 
al POW-MIA Recognition Day this year on 
September 15th. 

I just must mention how invaluable the 
guidance of Ann Mills Griffiths has been 
through the years. Her knowledge and de- 
termination are an inspiration and her par- 
ticipation in the interagency group provides 
critical insights. And so we will, Ann, con- 
tinue to look to vou for advice and leader- 
ship and thank you for all you’ve done. 

And let me just say finally, I pledge to do 
all I can. In just a few minutes, I will sign 
this proclamation calling upon all Ameri- 


cans to honor their missing countrymen and 
those who served as POW’s by participating 
in ceremonies across our nation. But this is 
just a beginning. 

In Southeast Asia, there are Americans 
who are unaccounted for. And as I said in 
my Inaugural Address, in part, “Assistance 
can be shown here and will be long remem- 
bered. Good will begets good will.” And we 
appreciate Vietnam’s increased responsive- 
ness to that appeal. An unprecedented level 
of joint operations has already brought sig- 
nificant progress. But despite our increased 
activities, many questions remain. And once 
again, I call on Hanoi to swiftly dispel the 
shadow of doubt, to shed light on the fate of 
your loved ones. I call on Hanoi to remove 
the last vestige of armed conflict between 
us. We look forward to normalizing our re- 
lations with Vietnam, once a comprehen- 
sive settlement has been achieved in Cam- 
bodia. And that settlement must include 
genuine power sharing with the noncom- 
munist Cambodians, led by Prince Sihan- 
ouk, and an internationally-verified troop 
withdrawal. But Hanoi must clearly under- 
stand that as a practical matter the pace 
and scope of this process will be directly 
affected by the seriousness of their coopera- 
tion on the POW-MIA and other humani- 
tarian issues. 

In Laos, so many questions remain and so 
few answers have been received. In light of 
the difficulties involved, their agreement 
earlier this year to a year-round program of 
cooperation is, indeed, encouraging. And 
you can be certain that we are seeking to 
expand this agreement in every possible 
way. And we also welcome the Lao Govern- 
ment’s agreement to work bilaterally with 
us on combating the international scourge 
of narcotics. Implementing this agreement 
will be critically important to our improved 
bilateral relationship, which has, indeed, ex- 
panded steadily since 1982. We look to the 
future in our relations with Laos, recogniz- 
ing the importance of steps they are taking 
toward opening their society and develop- 
ing their economy for the good of the Lao 
people. 

To the families of those missing in Cam- 
bodia, I must tell you that our efforts to 
gain Phnom Penh’s humanitarian coopera- 
tion on resolving the fates of your missing 
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loved ones have thus far been unsuccessful. 
And despite their public claims to be hold- 
ing remains of some Americans, officials 
there have been deaf to our appeals. And I 
have just asked our Secretary of State, Jim 
Baker, to raise this issue during the interna- 
tional conference in Cambodia beginning 
this weekend. I call on Phnom Penh to act 
responsibly, humanely, and to return these 
remains. And failure to do so will surely 
hinder their efforts to gain international re- 
spect and support. 

The policies pursued during the past 8 
years have shown some success. Incom- 
plete? Yes. But progress is being made be- 
cause our government is giving it high pri- 
ority. And as we proceed, we will continue 
to search for ways to improve the process. 
We will continue to assemble the best re- 
sources, technology and, most of all, quali- 
fied people to interview refugees and evalu- 
ate the intelligence information and negoti- 
ate with foreign governments. 

It is with that last mission in mind that I 
reappointed a man of the highest integrity 
and qualifications, General Jack Vessey, as 
my special POW-MIA emissary to Hanoi. I 
know that he was here with you this morn- 
ing, and senior officials from the Depart- 
ments of State and Defense and the Nation- 
al Security Council will follow me here. 
And I have charged them all, all of them, to 
do their utmost. They know and share my 
deep commitment to your missing loved 
ones and to you. 

The principal responsibility for the POW- 
MIA issue rests with the Department of De- 
fense. And for that reason, we are fortunate 
to have a very talented public servant as 
our Secretary of Defense, Dick Cheney. His 
years in Congress and his knowledge of in- 
telligence matters give him a rare under- 
standing of, and a deep appreciation for, 
your concern. 

In closing, 1 want you to know that in my 
frequent travels to cities and towns across 
America, I see many heartfelt demonstra- 
tions of support for our cause. Americans 
know that across our land, every Thanksgiv- 
ing, there are families that still set an 
empty chair at the table. We know that 
faded photographs and school mementos 
are still being lovingly kept in scrapbooks. 
And questions remain and will remain until 
answered. And now the mothers, fathers, 
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wives, children and friends of another great 
power share the same kind of grief, share 
with you lingering doubts about missing 
loved ones. That this power, the Soviet 
Union, backed the North Vietnamese; and 
the United States backed the Afghan free- 
dom fighters—there’s an irony there. But 
there is no room in the American heart for 
a mean-spirited and petty indifference. Far 
from it. I am pleased to note that Soviet 
General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev re- 
cently made a humanitarian appeal for our 
help in obtaining the fullest possible ac- 
counting for Soviet citizens still prisoner 
and missing in Afghanistan. And let me 
answer him today—we will do everything 
we can, everything that we possibly can. 
And in return, we confidently expect that 
the Soviets will do all they can do to en- 
courage more serious and timely coopera- 
tion from their allies. Working together, we 
can resolve the anguish of many families in 
two lands. And we can do something more, 
we can build a new spirit of peace. 

In Ecclesiastes, it is written that there is a 
time for war, a time for peace, and a time 
to heal. We will never forget those who 
served our country. And when we receive 
final answers about their fate, then this will 
truly be a time for healing. Thank you, God 
bless you, and God bless the United States 
of America. Thank you very much. And 
now, I’m honored to sign this proclamation. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the J.W. Marriott 
Hotel. In his opening remarks, he referred 
to George Brooks and Ann Griffiths, of the 
National League of POW/MIA Families. 


Proclamation 6002—National 
POW/ MIA Recognition Day, 1989 
July 28, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 
Freedom is precious because it has been 
won for America at a very high price. Much 


of its cost has been borne by the brave and 
selfless members of our Armed Forces. Few 
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Americans could more fully appreciate the 
value of liberty and self-government than 
those servicemen who were captured and 
imprisoned while defending those ideals. 
Many of these Americans were subjected to 
brutal treatment and torture by their cap- 
tors in violation of fundamental standards of 
morality and international codes for the 
treatment of war prisoners. Many never 
survived. 

The courage, faith, and devotion to duty 
demonstrated by these servicemen who 
risked their freedom—indeed, their lives— 
for our sake has moved the hearts of all 
Americans. Our Nation will not forget these 
heroes and the tremendous sacrifices they 
made for our country, nor will we forget 
our obligation to their families. All Ameri- 
cans recognize the profound suffering of 
those who continue to await word of their 
loved ones’ fate. 

The U.S. commitment to securing the re- 
lease of any U.S. servicemen who may still 
be held against their will, to obtaining the 
fullest possible accounting for the missing, 
and to repatriation of all recoverable Amer- 
ican remains, is unshakable. Because this 
Nation recognizes the dignity and worth of 
every individual and the inestimable value 
of every human life, we will not allow our 
POWs and MIAs to become lost to us. We 
shall continue to seek the truth about their 
fate and to ensure the peace of certainty for 
their families. The fullest possible account- 
ing for the missing will continue to be a 
matter of highest priority. 

In March, a POW/MIA Flag was raised in 
the Capitol Rotunda as a symbol of our Na- 
tion’s concern for those servicemen who 
remain missing and unaccounted for, and as 
an expression of our determination to 
obtain a full and satisfactory accounting for 
them. That flag shall remain on display 
there until the POW/MIA issue is thus re- 
solved. 

To reaffirm our promise to keep faith 
with America’s missing servicemen and 
their families, the POW/MIA Flag will be 
flown over the White House, the Depart- 
ments of State, Defense, and Veterans Af- 
fairs, the Selective Service System head- 
quarters, and the Vietnam Veterans Memo- 
rial on September 15, 1989. It will also fly 
over the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day. 


In recognition of the special debt of grati- 
tude all Americans owe to those who sacri- 
ficed their freedom in the service of our 
country, and as an expression of our support 
for their families, the Congress, by Senate 
Joint Resolution 129, has designated Sep- 
tember 15, 1989, as “National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day” and authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this occasion. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim Friday, September 15, 
1989, as National POW/MIA Recognition 
Day. I call upon all Americans to recognize 
that day with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of July, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:23 a.m., July 31, 1989] 


Executive Order 12685—Noncompeti- 
tive Conversion of Personal Assistants to 
Employees With Disabilities 


July 28, 1989 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including sections 
3301 and 3302 of title 5, United States 
Code, it is hereby ordered as follows: 


Section 1. Upon recommendation by the 
employing agency, and subject to qualifica- 
tions and other requirements prescribed by 
the Office of Personnel Management, an 
employee in a position in the excepted 
service under 5 C.F.R. 213.3102(11) as a 
reader, interpreter, or personal assistant for 
a handicapped employee, whose employ- 
ment in such position is no longer necessary 
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and who has completed at least 1 year of 
satisfactory service in such position under a 
non-temporary appointment, may be con- 
verted noncompetitively to a career or 
career-conditional appointment. 


Sec. 2. This order shall be effective upon 
publication in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
July 28, 1989. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:36 a.m., July 31, 1989] 


Appointment of Shellyn G. McCaffrey 
as U.S. Representative on the 
Governing Body of the International 
Labor Office 


July 28, 1989 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Shellyn Gae McCaffrey as U.S. 
Representative on the Governing Body of 
the International Labor Office for an indefi- 
nite period, and to be accorded the person- 
al rank of Ambassador in her capacity as 
Head of the U.S. delegation to the Interna- 
tional Labor Conference. She would suc- 
ceed Eugene Kistler Lawson. 


Since 1988 Ms. McCaffrey has been Asso- 
ciate Deputy Secretary at the Department 
of Commerce. Prior to this, she was Deputy 
Executive Secretary of the Economic Policy 
Council at the White House, 1985-1988, 
and senior staff member in the Office of 
Policy Development at the White House, 
1981-1985. Ms. McCaffrey was a press aide 
and fundraiser for the Bush and Reagan/ 
Bush campaigns, 1979-1980. 


Ms. McCaffrey graduated from Pennsyl- 
vania State University (B.S., 1979) and 
Washington College of Law, American Uni- 
versity (J.D., 1988). She resides in Alexan- 
dria, VA. 
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Statement by Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary Cooper on the President’s 
Meeting With Marshal Sergei 
Akhromeyev of the Soviet Union 


July 28, 1989 


The President met with Marshal Sergei 
Akhromeyev of the Soviet Union for ap- 
proximately 1 hour in the Oval Office. Mar- 
shal Akhromeyev, who is visiting Washing- 
ton at the invitation of the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral William 
Crowe, is a special adviser to President Gor- 
bachev on security and arms control mat- 
ters. 

The President and Marshal Akhromeyev 
exchanged views on a wide range of topics, 
including the status of arms control negotia- 
tions. The President reiterated his desire to 
see early agreement in these negotiations. 
He was particularly interested to hear the 
views of Marshal Akhromeyev on the rela- 
tionship of domestic reform to Soviet securi- 
ty policy. 

The President and Marshal Akhromeyev 
discussed perestroika, and the President 
took the opportunity to reiterate his sup- 
port of President Gorbachev’s reform pro- 
grams. Also attending the meeting were the 
Vice President, Secretaries [of State] Baker 
and [of Defense] Cheney, and national secu- 
rity adviser Brent Scowcroft. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





July 23 

The President and Mrs. Bush returned to 
the White House from a weekend stay at 
Camp David, MD. 


July 24 
The President met at the White House 
with: 





—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—North Korean Foreign Minister Choi 
Ho Joong, to discuss the stationing of 
U.S. troops in the Republic of Korea; 

—Mayor Richard Daley of Chicago; 

—Secretary of Defense Richard B. 
Cheney; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
on Capitol Hill with members of the House 
Ways and Means Committee. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended the House Ways and Means 
bicentennial dinner on Capitol Hill. 


July 25 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 


fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—the Republican congressional leader- 
ship; 

—Secretary of Health and Human Serv- 
ices Louis W. Sullivan and Secretary of 


the Interior Manuel Lujan, Jr., 
lunch; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 

President. 

In the morning, the President participat- 
ed in a bill signing ceremony in the Oval 
Office at the White House for the National 
Law Enforcement Training Week Act. 


July 26 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—the Senate leadership, to discuss the 
FSX, the Japan-U.S. produced jet fight- 
er; 

—Asian-American leaders; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 


for 
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—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 
In the evening, the President attended 
the House Gym dinner on Capitol Hill. 


July 27 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—‘Say Yes to Education” students; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Prince Salman bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Al 
Sa‘ud of Saudi Arabia; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


July 28 

The President met at the White House 

with: 
—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 
—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 
The President announced the award of 
the Presidential Citizens Medal to Ezra Taft 
Benson. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush left the White House for a weekend 
stay at Camp David, MD. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted July 24 


Mark Gregory Hambley, 

of Idaho, a Foreign Service Officer of Class 
One, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the State of Qatar. 
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Submitted July 24—Continued 


Charles Warren Hostler, 

of California, to be Ambassador Extraordi- 
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the State of Bahrain. 


Gordon K. Durnil, 

of Indiana, to be a Commissioner on the 
part of the United States on the Interna- 
tional Joint Commission, United States and 
Canada, vice Robert C. McEwen, resigned. 


Wayne A. Budd, 

of Massachusetts, to be United States Attor- 
ney for the District of Massachusetts for the 
term of 4 years, vice Frank L. McNamara, 


Jr. 


Victor Stello, Jr., 

of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Energy (Defense Programs), vice Sylvester 
R. Foley, Jr., resigned. 


J. Clarence Davies, 

of Maryland, to be an Assistant Administra- 
tor of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, vice Linda J. Fisher, resigned. 


David C. Williams, 
of Illinois, to be Inspector General, Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (new position). 


Submitted July 25 


Raymond G. H. Seitz, 

of Texas, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-Counsel- 
or, to be an Assistant Secretary of State, 
vice Rozanne L. Ridgway, resigned. 


Michael P. W. Stone, 
of California, to be Secretary of the Army, 
vice John O. Marsh, Jr., resigned. 


John T. Martino, 

of Pennsylvania, to be Superintendent of 
the Mint of the United States at Philadel- 
phia, vice Anthony H. Murray, Jr., resigned. 


John M. Sayre, 
of Colorado, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior, vice James W. Ziglar, resigned. 


1182 


Submitted July 25—Continued 


Stanley E. Morris, 

of the District of Columbia, to be Deputy 
Director for Supply Reduction, Office of 
Naticnal Drug Control Policy (new posi- 
tion). 


Submitted July 26 


Barbara E. McTurk, 

of Colorado, to be Superintendent of the 
Mint of the United States at Denver, vice 
Cynthia Jeanne Grassby Baker, resigned. 


JoAnn Krukar Webb, 
of Virginia, to be Director of the National 
Cemetery System, Department of Veterans 
Affairs (new position). 


Robert R. Randlett, 

of New Jersey, to be an Assistant Adminis- 
trator of the Agency for International De- 
velopment, vice W. Antoinette Ford, re- 
signed. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released July 26 


Announcement: 
Nomination of Stephen J. Markman to be a 
United States Attorney for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of Michigan 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the development of a 
comprehensive national energy strategy— 
by Secretary of Energy James Watkins and 
Deputy Secretary of Energy Henson Moore 





Released July 28 


Advance text: 
Remarks to members of the National 
League of POW/MIA Families 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved July 21' 


SJ. Res. 95 / Public Law 101-57 

To designate the week of September 10, 
1989, through September 16, 1989, as “Na- 
tional Check-Up Week” 


Approved July 25 


HJ. Res. 174 / Public Law 101-58 
To designate the decade beginning January 
1, 1990, as the “Decade of the Brain” 


S.J. Res. 137 / Public Law 101-59 
Designating January 7, 1990, through Janu- 
ary 13, 1990, as “National Law Enforce- 
ment Training Week” 


1 This act was not received in time to 
appear in the appropriate issue. 


Administration of George Bush, 1989 


Approved July 26 


H.R. 1722 / Public Law 101-60 
Natural Gas Wellhead Decontrol Act of 
1989 


SJ. Res. 85 / Public Law 101-61 

To designate the week of July 24 to July 30, 
1989, as the “National Week of Recognition 
and Remembrance for Those Who Served 
in the Korean War” 


H.R. 2214 / Public Law 101-62 
To ratify certain agreements relating to the 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 


Approved July 27 


SJ. Res. 110 / Public Law 101-63 
Designating October 5, 1989, as “Raoul 
Wallenberg Day” 


SJ. Res. 93 / Public Law 101-64 
To designate October 1989 as “Polish 
American Heritage Month” 


Approved July 28 


SJ. Res. 129 / Public Law 101-65 

To provide for the designation of Septem- 
ber 15, 1989, as “National POW/MIA Rec- 
ognition Day” 


S.J. Res. 142 / Public Law 101-66 
Designating the week beginning July 23, 
1989, as “Lyme Disease Awareness Week” 
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